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More Equal Repreſentation of the 
People in the Pagiianent of 
IRELAND» 24 


T a meeting of delegates * forty-five com- 
panies of the Province of Ulſter, aſſembled at 
Liſburn the 1ſt of July, 1783, in purſuance of a public 
requiſition of the Ulſter regiment, viz. Southern bat- 
talion of 1ſt Ulſter regiment ; firſt independent coun- 
ty Down: regiment ; the Union regiment ; Ulſer 
regiment 3 Belfaſt firſt volunteer a 3 and * 
falt volunteer company. | 

Lient, Col, SHARMAN in any 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That a general meeting 
the volunteer delegates of the proyigce of Viſter. 
the ſubject of 4 MORE EQUAL REPRESENT 211 
TION. OF THE PEOPLE IN PARLIAMENT, is 
hereby earneſtly entreated; to be held at . N 
NON, on diene the n fey of SIO; next. 


men 1 to be a quorum) "bs appointed a commit- 

tee of correſpondence for communicating with the 

other corps of the pfoyinee, for taking preparatory 

ſteps to forward the ere of this meeting, — 
| - 


(43) 


for colletipg the beſt authorities and information on 
the ſubject of a parliamentary reform, viz. 


Lieut, Col. Sharman, Col. Rowley, 


Capt. Black, Major John Crawford, 
Dr. Alex. Crawford, Lieut. Col. Banks, 
Major Burden, Mr. Robert Thompſon, 
- Capt, Wad, Gupninghary, Capt. Thos. Prentice, 

- Revd. Mr. Craig, ro Tontb, 
* Dr. Samuel Moore, : 54. 


| Reſolved unanimouſly, That the following addreſi 
be Pong in the Doves prints: 


2 the VoLunTzen Auur of the Pre- 


'VINCE of ULSTER, - 


ILO ems, A ; 
IN common with every claſs. of Iriſkmen, you are 


ſenſible that this kingdom for many centuries; might 
have continued to bear its chains in ignoble and in- 


digent obſcurity, had not an army of its citizens, by 
4 great effort, dared to caſt them off, 


Tur the di ified conduct of that army latel 
reſtored to the mperial crown of Ireland irs . 
ſplendor, to nobility its ancient privileges, and'to the 


nation at large its inherent rights as a ſovereign i in- 


dependent ſtate; that by inculcating the g lorious 
ſpirit of toleration, it has united the once difiraRed 
inhabitants of this country into an indiſſoluble maſs ; 
and promoted the moſt exalted reverence for the 
Jaws,—are facts that will exhibit a ſplendid and j in» 

tereſting figure in the annals of the age. 
Trou hana inſtitution, ſo ſingular W 
tyre 


64) 
ture as to eomprehend the ſeveral gradations of n 
blies, commoners, merchants, yeomen and mechani 


every ſubſtantial good will be ee by wile aud 
n mente ; 


Trey will with 58d pride, behold jo the ite 
an unparallelled combination of the military with the 
civil character, exiſting only for the general intereſts 
of the community; and prepared, on the pureſt prin- 
ciples of the conſtitntion, to give efficacy to the wiſh- 
es of Three Millions of People, 


Tus idea of a well-digeſted parliamentary re- 
form, has ever experienced a favourable reception in 
the uncorrupted breaſts of Iriſhmen and of Britons. 
It has been uniformly looked up to as the true ſource 
of public virtue and of political ſalvation, by the firſt 
characters theſe Fingdoms have produced, In this 
age, we have ſeen it warmly. ſupported by that con- 
ſummate ſtateſman the late earl of CHATHAM ; and 
revived by the heir to his abilities and name, the pre- 
ſept WILLIAM PITT. It has received the ſanction of 
the moſt eminent and honeſt men in both houſes of 
the Britiſh parliament ; of a great number of the moſt 
reſpectable ſhires in England; of the volunteer de- 
legates of the province of Munſter; and, within theſe 
few days, of the unanimous vote of thirty-right 
corps, reviewed at Belfaſt, WY 


Axon the many glorions effects of which a more 
ond repreſentation of the people in parliament 
would be productive, the following are obvious :;— 
The deſtruCtion of that party-ſpirit whoſe baneful in- 
fluence has at all times been injurious to the public 
weal zva revival of the native dignity of the crown, 
7 imparting to each branck of the legiſlature its hey 

tin 
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Gat and proportional weight; and the abolition of 
that train of conrtly mercenaries who muſt ever con- 
tinue to prey on the vitals of pablic virtue, till, the 
balance of the conſtitution being reſtored, the Re- 
ceffity for governing by Pega cn of ſeduction, 


ſhall no longer exiſt. - 


Tuxx, would the conſtituent body regain its con- 
ſtitutional controul over its truſtees, and yenal ma- 
jorities vould not be found to ſupport the moſt diſho- 
nourable and pernicious meaſures, in oppoſition to 
the ſenſe of the unpolluted part of the legiflature, as 
well as contrary. to.theuniperſal wiſhes of the public 
and to the true intent of the inſtitution of parliaments. 


Wirn due deference for the auguſt body which we 
have preſitmed to addreſi—we therefore beg leave to 
expreſs our withes that the volunteer delegates of 
Viſter would aſſemble with the ſame ſpirit of loyalty, 
patriotiſm, and firmneſs which actnated them on the 
memorable x:;th February, 1782 ;—to deliberate on 
the moſt conftitntional means of procuring A Monk 
EQUAL REPRESENTATION OP THE PEOPLE IN THE 
PARLIAMENT or IKL anD—as the only meaſure which 
can give permanency to the late renovation of our con- 


| ſtitation, or reſtore that virtue ro the repreſentative 


body without which, though the mere forms of a free 


overnment de eferved irit 
El , — may pri „ its p muſt on tie 


god by order of the meeting, | 
| WM, SHARMAN, {iran | 


s T4344 


Liur. 


TE 
Lr. Col. Sharman having left the chair, and 
Lieur. Col. Sir Walter Synnot taken it: | 4 


Rtsor ve, That the thanks of this meeting be — 
to our worthy chairman, for his * 2 conduct 
ut the __ N | 
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DUNGANNON ; DELEGATES. 


THE. REPORT, of a — — 

Conn Ne, appointed by . forty-five 

Corps affembled by pablie Advertiſement at 

IIszVUnx vn the firſt Faly Faſt,” for the Purpbſe 

of obtaining Lafbrmation on the important 

Subject of a more Equal Repreſentation 0 oo 
pane as dhe Parliament of. Ia. 

6,20 z u¹ο⁰¾“ iq tc ifhut 218 19439! 1 

Ar Odette in diſcharge of the rir nreſten 

in them, immeciately opened à corre ba 

A A nant? of the moſt emitiepr and e- informeu 

characters ir Great - Brit aln aud leid and re- 


ceived anſwers fra with þ wal, valgible' Inforthg- 
don on the ſubject. PE. 


FFT £349 * 29 012 . . c 
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„Sch of therh a carer i inte the buſineſs 
win de ſubmitted to the Proviaent+ Aſſembly if 
krhoußggke eligible, conſidering the length of their de- 

tail 


(8) 

tail ; and the great delay which their diſcloſure. will 
unavoidably occaſion. If it be more agreeable. by 
the Meeting, for the general diffuſal of a Body © 
Knowledge on ſo great a political ſubject, the prin- 
cipaldetters will be publiſhed -by. the Committee's 
Secretary ; = by which means the diſpatch neceſſary 
to ſo great an Aﬀembly will be promoted. 


3 0 3 * . G | EEE. 
Tux YoRK$RIRE ASSOCLATION, fo celebrated for 
its ſpirit and numbers, meet about the cloſe of the 
preſent month; in order prexiouſly to receive the 
deciſions of this Province. 


THE SOCIETY vox Coxsrrruriox AL KNOwW- 
LEDGE, in London, in which are enrolled the names 
of the firſt characters in England, (ſirenuous labour- 
ers in the glorious buſineſs of reform in our ſiſter 
kingdom)—have ordered the Addreſſes of the Ulſter 


Regiment, and of the: forty-five corps, oo ening the 


Provincial Meeting of Ulſter, to be: entered in their 


books, puhliſhed in the prints, and circulated gratis 


thro? the kingdom, in order that the exertions of Ire - 

land may give « ſpur. to the W of the Britiſh 
nation. Es N | 

; s 13914 324 4. : om & 10 4 

Tux Committee is 9 — Wader chat the 

7 — letters are full of expreſſions of a high ſenſe 
loms ſpirit, and unanimity that have. 

Nader the Volunteer Army e of. 7 and wo 


11 


they all _ in N chal pr elent to be 


ery, .momen in w bich A. r tamentary. re- 
"form: een bel can b be ef * They ghar agree 
In the idea 1 t Mines at Dur nnan ſhoult 
enter into a very comprehenſive view of the matter; 
ſo as the prinoiples of, reform may be ſtrongly marked 
in n wanne and con- 
21 1 to &:yas 20% rnbilnos „ dig. gufrenee 
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eurrence of a general convention of delegates from 
the four Province coincidence of ſentiment” jn 
which, 'they hold to be certainty of ſucceſs. 


FounptD on much deliberation, aſliſted by the beſt 
information they could procure, the Committee have 
ventured to prepare Reſolutions, comprehending a 
general ſyſtem of ideas on the ſubject, which they will 
take the liberty, through their Chairman, Lieut. Col. 
SHARMAN, with much humility, to move in the 


auguſt Body of Repreſoatutives of the Volunteer 
Army of Ulſter, 


Tux Committee of Correſpondence have now only 
to apologize for their inability to ſo weighty a charge : 
— Happy if their labours ſhall meet the approbation 
of their fellow-citizens; or tend in the moſt remote 
degree to any valuable purpoſe. They truſt that the 
ſpirit of- firmnefs and integrity which has already 
reſtored this ancient kingdom to her rank in the na- 
tions, will crown the 8th of September 1783, as a 
day which is to form the ground-work of internal 
emancipation, on a baſis as great as that on which 
dur rights as an independent nation, have been with 
ſuch rapid ſucceſs already eſtabliſhed, 


SD; 


UESTER VOLUNTEER 
ASSOCIATION. 


AT a meeting of two hundred and ſeventy- 
two Companies of the Volunteer Army of 
the Province of Ulſter, by their Delegates, 
held at Dungannon, on Monday the 8th of 
September, 178 33 | 


Col. JAMES STEWART, = 
of the Fyrone 8 oy — RES 
The following R E80LUTIONS were UNA—- 
NIMOUSLY. entered into: 


* 


I. RE SOEVED' «nanimoufly,' That freedom is 
the indefeaſible birth-right of Iriſhmen and' 
Britons, derived from: the author of their being ; 
and of which, no power on earth, much leſs a 
delegated power, hath'a right to deprive them. 


IT. ResoLveD unanimouſly, That they only are 
free, who are governed by no laws but thoſe to- 
which they aſſent, either by themſelves in perſon 
— or by their repreſentatives freely choſen — ſub- 
jet to the controul — and frequently returning. 
into the common maſs of. conſtituents. 


III. REsOLVRD wnarimouſly, That the majority 
of our houſe of commons is not choſen by the 
people, — but returned by* THE MAN DATE or 
PEERS OR COMMONERS ; either for indigent bo- 
roughs, where ſcarcely any inhabitants exiſt; or 

| — 
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conſiderable cities and towns, where the eledcti 
franchiſe is veſted in a few : Who are thus ſuffere@ 
to place the higheſt truſts of ſociety, againſt the 
Fntereft and will of the many, in the hands of men, 
who ſeldom act as if they conſidered themſelves 
accountable for their conduct to the people. 


IV. RESsOLVED unanimouſly, That by the an- 
cient conſtitution. of parliaments, elections of re- 
preſentatives were for centuries annual, and in 
many inſtances more frequent ; — and the exerciſe 
of ſuffrage, among freemen, univerſal. - | 


V. Resorver wnanimouſly, That every. ap- 
proach to thoſe fundamental principles, tends to a 
renovation of, not an innovation in, the conſtitution, 


VI. ResoLved wanimonuſly, That the elective 
franchiſe ought, of right, to extend to all thoſe, 
and thoſe only, who are likely to exerciſe it, for 
the public good, 


VII. ResoLver wnanimoufly, That the preſent 
inadequate repreſentation, and the long duration 
of parliaments, deſtroy that balance which, by 
our conſtitution, ſhould ſubſiſt between the three 
eſtates of the legiſlature ; render the commons? 
houſe independent of the people; — procure cer- 
tain majorities in favour of every adminiſtration ; 
and threaten either an abſolute monarchy, or 

that ſtill more odioys government, a tyrannical 
ariſtocracy. tie ron ol + . | 

VIII. RESOLVED, Trzxzront, 

Tuna the preſent imperfe@ repreſentation — 
and the lon — of parliaments ARE 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL — and ixtolerable 

| GRIEVANCES. EMERGE TNA | 


7 oe 


Ve 
| (4 
: 5 
fu 
$0 
t 
J 


? p 
7 
7 
[2 
„ 
Fl 
F 
i138) : 
1 
AN 
5 
3 
155 
14. 
El 
* | 
3 ' 
: T 
| 
120 
N * 
. 


2 


I 


CES. eee EDS F 
1 % , A 


| king or 


( 12.) 


IX. Res0Lvep wnanimouſly, That as the voice 
f the commons of Ireland is no leſs neceſſary for 
every . purpoſe — than that of either the 
ords, — the people have a juſt and inhe- 

rent right to correct the abuſes of repreſentation ;— 
whenever ſuch abuſes ſhall have ſo encreaſed, as 
to rob them of their conſtitutional ſhare in their 
own government. : ET 
X. RESOLVID unanimouſly, That it is the in- 
tereſt of parliament itſelf to effect a ſubſtantial 
reform; — as the very exiſtence of that aſſembly 
muſt become precarious when it ſhall loſe the con- 
fidence of the people, to whom originally it owed 
its creation — and from whom alone its powers 
were derived. 33 | 
XI. ResoLvED ananimonſly, That we ſolemnly 
pledge ourſelves to each other and to our country 
— to ſeek a ſpeedy and effeQual redreſs of theſe 
our grievances, and to co-operate with our fellow- 
ſubjects, in every exertion neceſſary to obtain it. 
WX call for the aid of every upright ſenator ; 
of every man, whether in Ireland or Great-Britain, 
who bears' or wiſhes to. acquire the title of a 
man ! \ T FY \ 0 N 8 1 . 
XII. ResoL.ver wnaximouſly, That we have 
attended with admiration to the noble, tho? hi- 
therto ineffectual efforts, of thoſe illuſtrious cha- 
racters and virtuous citizens who, in England and 
Scotland, ftrenuouſly labour to procure redreſs of 
ſimilar grievances. . May the examples of the ſiſter 
nations, . mutually animate the inhabitants of each 
to perſevere with unremitting ardour, until the 
glorious labour be finally compleared. © 
XIII. Resorvenr wnarimouſly, That a com- 
mittee (of five perſons from each county) be now 
n o bu WW 7X8 - choſen 


— - 
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choſen (by ballot) to repreſent this province in 3 

one national convention, to be held at noon in; 
the Royal Exchange of Dublin, on the tenth day 
of November next; to which we truſt each of the 

other PROVINCES will ſend delegates, — to di- 

geſt and publiſh a plan of parliamentary reform — 

to purſue ſuch meaſures as may appear to them 

moſt likely to render it effectual; to adjourn from 
time to time — and convene provincial meetings if 
found neceſſary, | | < 


Tax following gentlemen were accordingly 
| choſen by ballot, viz. 


DELETE G&AT4IS 


ANTRIM. 


Col. O'Neill, | 
Lieut. Col, Sharman, 
Col. Rowley, 
Capt. W. Todd Tones, 
Col. T. M. Fonei, 


ARMAGH. 


Earl of Charlemont, 
Lieut. Col. Brownlow, 
Sir Capel Molyneaux, 
Lieut. Col. Sir Walter 
': Synott, 

Capt. James Daw/on. 


C AVA. 
Lord Farnham, 


The Hon, J. J. Max- 


: quell, 


DOWN. 


Col. Robert Stewart, 
Capt. Matt. Forde, jun, 
Major Crawford, 
Col. Pat. Savage, 
Capt. Gawin Hamilton. 


FERMANAGH. - 


| Col. Irvine, 
Col. Sir Arthur Brooke, 
Capt. A. C. Hamilton, 

E Jaſon Hazard, E; 
Capt. Fas. Armſtrong. 


2 LONDONDERRY. 


Lord Biſhop of Derry, 
Col. Right 


on. Thomas 
Connolly, 


Cope. 


( $9" 3 


Capt. F rs. Saunder/on, 
Col. Geo. Montgomery, 
Capt. Henry C 2 


DONEGALL. 


Col. Alex. Montgomery, 
Col. John Hamihon "a 
Lieut. Col. A. Stewart, 
Col. Robt. McClintock, 


Col. Rt. Hon. Edward 
Carey, | 

Capt. Leckey, 

Capt. Ferguſon. 


MONAGHAN. 
Col. Chs. Powell Leſlie, 


Col. Fras. Lucas, 
Col. John Montgomery, 


_— Wm. Forfter, 
Lieut. Col. Chs. Neſbitt. & Col. Fas. Hamilton, 
TYRONE, 


Col. Stewart, | 
Lieut. Col. Montgomery, 
Col. Fas. Alexander, 
Lieut. Col. Charleton. 
Capt. Eccles, ; 


XIV. ResoLveD unanimouſly, That it be an 
inſtruction to ſaid committee, that the delegates 
from each county do prepare, and carry with them 
to the national convention, an account of all the 
cities, towns, and boroughs in this province; the 
mode of election in ſuch as at preſent return mem- 
bers to parliament ; as near as may be the propor- 
tionate number of Proteſtant and Roman Catholic 
inhabitants in each; and a conjecture of their 


comparative properties. 


XV. ResoLved uranimouſly, That we are de- 
cided in opinion that the repreſentatives of the 
pou ought not in future to conſent to ANY 

ILL OF SUPPLY for a longer term than 
' TWELVE MONTHS: nor more than SIX 


MONTHS, 
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MONTHS, until a complete redri/s of the afore- 
Jaid grievances be obtained. 


The following addreſs of the firſt regiment of 
FRISH BRIGADE to the chairman ot this 
aſſociation, on the 15th of Feb. 1782, being read: 


© To Col. WILLIAM Irvine, Chairman of the 
© ULSTER VoLUNTEER DELEGATES aſ- 
© ſembled at DUNGANNon,. Feb. 15th, 1782, 


81 R, 5 
IAM directed by the firſt regiment of IRISH 
* BRIGADE to acquaint you, that on the twenty- 
« ſecond day of laſt month, at a full meeting of 
© that corps, they unanimouſly adopted the reſolu- 
« tions of the Ulſter delegates aſſembled at Dun- 
© gannon, on Friday the 15th February laſt, 


© To that aſſembly, unprecedented in the an- 
© nals of mankind, which is the glory of the pre- 
* ſent times, and muſt be the wonder of futurity, 
® IRELAND OWES HER EMANCIPATION. 


_ © ToLERATION, the offspring of benevolence 
© and wiſdom, was no ſooner adopted by that il- 
© luſtrious body, than received and cheriſhed 
t through the whole nation, and the inhabitants of 
Ireland from à piviped became an unTED 
© PEOPLE. 1. 


ov Sir, and the highly reſpectable body of 
* which you are chairman, will hear with pleaſure 
Jof every acceſſion of ſtrength to the volunteer 
* army: I am happy therefore, to acquaint you, 
that this regiment though but four months em- 
© bodied is numerous and reſpeRtable ; a circum- 

| © tances 


; ( 16) 
| | © ſtance ſufficient to convince the world, that the 


© public virtue of this kingdom daily increaſes, 
© and that the glorious flame of liberty blazes 
through the nation. ; | | 


ö | © AT this oa BZAT crists, when the Weſtern 
; * world; while laying - the foundation of a riſing 
+ empire, temptingly holds out a ſyſtem of equal 
liberty to mankind, and waits with open arms · te 
receive the emigrants from ſurrounding nations; 
we think it a duty we owe to our country, to 
promote, as far as our example ean reach, an 
© affectionate coalition of the inhabitants of Ire- 
; | land. Animated by this ſentiment, and con- 
| «© vinced that national unanimity is the baſis of 
national ſtrength, this regiment affords a ftriking 
© inſtance_ how far the divine ſpirit of toleration 
© can unite men of all religious deſcriptions in one 
great object, THE SUPPORT OF A PABE CON- 
© STITUTION.,” e 200 #9. | 
1 have the honor to be, Sir, 
with the higheſt reſpect, 
your faithful and moſt 
obedient ſervant, 


| Jof SUTTON, Prefdenti 
| | | 


= _—_ 
— — 


| XVI. ResoLvep «narimuſly, That this afſo- 
i ciation entertain the moſt gratetul ſenſe, of the ap- 
probation of ſach liberal and patriotic men ag 

compoſe that reſpectable body; that we rejoice in 

the acceſſion of their abilities to the common cauſe, 

and that we will be happy to co-operate with them 

| in effecting the compleat liberty and happineſs of 
N the good people of this kingdom. n 


XVII. Rr. 


(w) 
| XVII. Rksol vp znanimouſy, That the fol- 
lowing addreſs to the volunteer armies of the pro- 
vinces of Munſter, Leinſter and Connaught, be 
printed with theſe reſolutions. 


To the VoLUNTEER ARMIES of the 
Provinces ' of MunsSTER, LEINSTER 
and CONNAUGHT:. 


FELLOW SUuBJEcrTs, | 
. THE tranſcendant events which our united ef- 
forts have produced, preſent an eminent inſtance 
of the protecting hand of Heaven; — whilſt _the 
progreſſive virtue and general union of the people, 
naturally prompt them to revive the ſpirit of an 
- unrivalled conſtitution, and to vindicate the in- 
herent rights of men. 


| Tae moſt important work yet remains; — which 

neglected, our paſt attainments are tranſitory, un- 
ſubſtantial, inſecure ! — an extenſion to thouſands 
of our beloved fellow - citizens of a franchiſe, 
comprehending the. very efſence of liberty: — and 
drawing the line which preciſely ſeparates the free- 
man from the flave, | ; 


 Surrtx us, therefore, to conjure you by every 
. endearing tie that connects man with man — with 
unceaſing zeal to purſue one of the moſt glorious 
objects that ever agitated the human mind: — a 
reſtoration of virtue to a ſenate long unaccuſtomed 
to ſpeak the voice of the people ; — a renovation 

the ancient balance of our government; and a firm 
eſtabliſhment of the firſt gifts of nature, on the 
rains of an avowed corruption, — at once the bane 
ef morals, and of liberty. 


RN ns Fon 
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From A GRAND NATIONAL CONVEN-" 
TION — diſtinguiſhed by integrity, and inſpired 
with the courageous ſpirit of the conſtitution — 
every bleſſing. muſt reſult. 


Wirz one voice, then, — the woice. of united 
millions, let Ireland aſſert her claim to freedom 


THRo? her four provincial aſſemblies let her 
temperate declarations flow to one common center; 
and there, matured- into an extenſive. plan of re- 
form, be produced as the ſolemn act of Taz vo- 
LUNTEER ARMY or IRELAND : as a demand of 
rights, robbed of which, the un-animated forms. 
of a free government would be a curſe ; and ex- 
iſtence itſelf, ceaſe to-be a bleſling.- 5 

Friends aud Countrymen, 

THE eyes of an enlightened world, are this- 
inſtant upon us! — Mons ren has, in part, al- 
ready led the way: and millions of our fellow - 
ſubjects of Britain, in whom the flame of liberty 
ſtill burns with luſtre — behold with delight our 
exertions in the common cauſe; and in our — 
ſee the certain harhinger of. their own. 


Ler the reflection that Greece, the ſeat of li- 
berty and of ſcience; that Rome, the miftreſs of 
the world; and that innumerable States, once 
flouriſhing and free, now lie proſtrate by the hand 
of tyranny —— teach Ireland auiſdom. To our de- 
liberative aſſemblies they convey awful warning to 
be ſpirited, unanimous, and firm; leſt the preſent 
wretched condition of other countries be ſoon the 
fate of our on! 3 bh 


Mar the Supreme Ruler of the Univerſe erow n 
his other bleſſings, by being preſent with us, by 
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by promoting union and the love of our country 


among all ranks of men; and by finally direting 
our exertions — to virtue, liberty, and peace 


A ſpecific: plan of parliamentary reform, bein 
produced and tf 4 by the committee of _ 
pondence 2 | 


XVIII. Rzes0LveD «wnanimouſly, That ſaid plan 
be referred to the conſideration of the national 
convention, and that the thanks of this meeting be 
preſented to lieut. eol. Sharmap and the gentlemen 
of the committee of correſpondence, for their 

great trouble in collecting information on a parlia- 
mentary reform, and for their abilities and zeal in 
digeſting matter for the meeting of this day. 


XIX. RESOLVY EBD «xavimeuſly, That the thanks 
of this meeting be preſented to the lord biſhop of 
Derry, for his attendance and aſſiſtance in the bu- 
fineſs of this day; for his warm attachment tothe 
volunteer cauſe ; and for proving himſelf the ſteady 
friend to the liberties of Ireland upon all occafions, 


XX. . R8g0LVven a#animouſly, That the ſincere 
thanks of this meeting be preſented to the inha- 
bitants of Dungannon, for their very polite con- 
duct, and to the Dungannon battalion for their 
vigilant conduct when en guard this day. 


XXI. RESOLVED wnranimouſly, That we lament 
that unavoidable buſineſs of conſequence, pre- 
vented our late chairman, colonel William Irvine 
From attending this meeting, and that the thanks 
of this meeting be e by our ſecretary to 

| C 2 £0- 
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colonel William Irvine for his polite letter of ex- 
| Fuſe, for his non-attendance this day. 2 


JAMES STEWART, 12 
col. of the Tyrone regt. aim, 


JAMES DAWSON, } 
- capt. Orier grenadiers » Secretary * 


' Cot. Jauss STawant having left the chair, 
Col. RoBurT STEWART, of the firſt independent 
county of Down regiment was upanimouſly called 
thereto, and having taken the chair accordingly ; 


XXII. RzsoLved unanimouſly, That the parti- 
cular thanks of this meeting be preſented to Col. 

Stewart, for his very 12 propriety of cond act 
in the chair. 


RERSOLVID aa imo, That the A of this 
mon be © preſented to our ſecretary, captain 
James Dawſon, for his very particular attention 
and ability in the diſcharge of the duties of his 
laborious office of ſecretary tothe ORE: aſſo- 
ciation of this province. i f 


ROBERT STEWART, % . 
? independent” co. Down ; g. | } PI mar. 
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COMMITTEE's CIRCULAR 


LETTER for ENGLAND. 


At a meeting of the committee of correſpondence, 
appointed by the delegates of forty-five volun- 


teer corps, aſſembled at Liſburn.on the 1 July 


inſtant, held at Belfaſt 19th July, 1783. 
; Lieut. Gol. SHARMAN in the Chair. 


ORDERED, That the following circular Letter, 
ſigned by the ſecretary in the name of this committee, 
be forwarded to incloſing a copy of the 
reſolutions of the provincial meeting of volunteers of 


Munſter, and of the proceedings of the forty-five vo · 


lunteer delegates aſſembled at Liſburn on the firlk 
inſt, reſpecting a e reform. Sake) 


To Sc. R. 170 „„ 1gth July, 1782. 


YOUR e to the rights of the people, 
and to the general proſperity of the Britiſh; empire; 


induce us to addreſs you on the peaſant. * and 


momentous occaſion. 1 5:4 oY 


THE ſpitit of freedom which pervades. ay ranks 


of people in Ireland, with the juſtice and wife po- 


licy of the Britiſh nation, having for ever removed 


all poſſible cauſe of jealouſy between the ſiſter king- 


dome, and united us to Britain on the baſis of equal 
liberty and ſimilar conſtitution; it becomes the duty, 


az it is the intereſt of each kingdom, to aſſiſt the 


other in their endeavours to reſtore to its ancient. 
purity and vigour, a decayed, enfeebled and fickly 


conſtitution, 


Iy both nations, it is Row generally — 
e 
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ed that this great object can be obtained by na other 
means but by a reform of the repreſentation, in pars 
Jiament.— In England, the meaſure: has for the pre- 
ſent miſcarried, though ſupported by ſo many wiſe, 
Honeſt, great, and independent men: We truſt 

However, it has miſcarried only for a feaſon, an 

that the next attempt will prove ſucceſsful. Ireland 
has now taken up the idea, and if we ſhall be fy 
Happy as to ſee ſucceſs crown our efforts, we think 
conſiderable weight wil be thereby added to the 
endeavonrs of the people in England.— be people 
of, the two nations, united in purſuit of the ſame 
important object, muſt be not only ede. but 
zrreſilible. eee 


E HE died rs, blen we E you may 
peruſe, will baer far this conntry nas already 
gone in determining to procure a more equal repre- 
ſentation the unanimous refolutiöns of about fifteen 
thonſand volunteers, already declared in a very few 
weeks; aſſure u the refolves of the delegates of 
Ulſter, who: are te aſſemble on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, next, will be no leſs unanimoue—and we well 
Know: that what the volunteers (vaſt numbers of 
whom are freeholders) ſhall determine on, the other 
freeholders and people in, general, who Are nat vo- 
Iugteers, will adopt and ſupport, by everz means in 
their power The aged fathers cannot differ from 
their : ſons, ſpecting a matter, on which depends 
exery thing t nn dear 1. ane * 
their poſterit x. 


Tur you "mM fre the. yery a0 ſtate a our 
repreſentation, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that out 
of three hundred members, of which dur bouſe of 


commons canſiſts, _— two hundred and twenty 
1 n fe 
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are returned by boroughs.—Thoſe one hundred and 
ten boroughs are divided into three claſſes: itt. 
Thoſe where the right of election is veſted in the 
proteſtant inhabitants at large: 2d. Thoſe where the 
right of election is veſted in the chief magiſtrate, 
burgeſſes, and freemen: 34. Thoſe where the right 
of eleCtion is confined to the chief magiſtrate and 
burgeſſes, frequently not exceeding five or fix in 
number, and ſeldom above ten or twelve. 


* ALMOST all the boroughs are either venal and 
corrupt, or implicitly obedient to the arbitrary will 
of their reſpective landlords; who dictate to the 
electors in the moſt abſolute manger.—Thoſe land · 
lords claim by preſcription a kind, of property in 
thoſe boroughs, which they transfer by ſale like 
an eſtate, and receive from eight thouſand to nine 
thouſand pounds for a borough; and a ſeat for a bo- 
rough is generally ſold for two thouſand pounds: ſo 
that every ſeven. or eight years the borough brings 
in four thouſand pounds to the patron, Unhappily 
for Jreland our counties are alſo too much governed 
by our peers and great men, whoſe influence over 
many of their reſpeQive tenants is very great. This 
conſideration has given rife here to a doubt inthe 
minds of ſome 'well-meaning men, as to the pro- 
priety of adding to the number of knights of the 
ſhire,-as generally now, two great families endea- 
vour to divide between them the feats for the coun- 
ty, the others remain neutral, or join the inde- 
pendent intereſt ;—it*is alledged were there ſix ſeats 
for the county, /ix great families would divide them, 
and that to ſuch a combination the independent free- 
holders would not be able to make any effectual 
oꝑpoſit ion. 


MAx 
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Mar we now entreat as a moſt important favour 
conferred. on us, and on this kingdom, that you will 
favour us, with your ſentiments and advice, as to 
the beſt, moſt eligible, and moſt practicable mode 
of deſtroying, reſtraining, or counteraCting this hydra 
of corruption borough—influence ;—that we may be 
euabled to lay your opinion before the provincial 
aſſembly of delegates at Dungannon :—and, as our 
laſt meeting for arranging buſineſs previous thereto, 
is fixed to be on the twentieth of Auguſt, we hope 
you will be obliging enough to forward your reply, 
ſo as to be with us about that time. 


MANY apologies are due for this long addreſs, and 
for the very great trouble we have requeſted you to 
take, - but we are yoting in politicks, and wiſh for 
information from men of more wiſdom, experience 
and abilities. This however we may venture to 
aſſert, that if we can only be directed to the beſ? 
mode, the maſs of the inhabitants of Ireland is ſu 
compleatly alive and ſenſible to the neceſſity of a 
well-digeſted reform, that there cannot remain # 
doubt that what it attempts, in conjunction with 
the virtuous part of England, muſt be effectual. 


Tu ſeveral matters on which we have requeſted 
your opinion are thrown | into one view in the follow- 
ing queries. 

Ix order to the purity of parliament, and 1 to te 
ſtore that conſtitutional controul which the conſti- 
tuent body, fhould have over the repreſentative, 
rſt. Is it neceſſary that the boroughs, where the 
elective ſuffrage is veſted in a few, and which in ge- 

neral are at the abſolute diſpoſal of one or two per- 
_ fons, ſhould be disfranchiſed, and ia their place the 
county repreſentatives encreaſed ? 


ad. Taz 
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2d. Tux proteſtant inhabitants conſiſt of near one 
million, who return three hundred members; would 


it be wiſe to encreaſe the number of repreſentatives 
for the nation at large? 


3d. A plauſible objection, mentioned before, has 
been made againſt an encreaſe of county repreſenta- 
tives; has that nent much weight, and if it has, 
is it remediable ? 


4th. SHoutD ſuffrage be extended; and if it 
ſhould, who are the proper objects of ſuch extenſion ? 


th. Ix order to guard againſt undue influence, 
would it be wiſe to have the members returned by 
ballot ? 


6th. Would not a limitation of the duration of par- 
liament, to a ſhorter term than eight years, have 
excellent effects; and ſhould it be leſs than trien- 
nial ? 

.7th. If the abolition of the enſlaved boronghs' is 
neceſſary; would it be equitable or . that 
they be purchaſed by the nation? ä 


Sth. WHAT ſpecific mode of reform in the repre- 
ſentation of Ireland beſt ſtiits your own ideas—con- 


ſidering the ſituation of this country; and what are 


the ſteps which you conceive beſt * to effect 
that reform? 


You will be fo obligiog as to direct your reply to 
our Chairman Lieut. Col. Sharman, at Liſburn. 


Signed- by order, 
| H. JOY, Jun. Sec. 


D - {Tas 
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Cru COMMITTEE OF, CORRESPONDENCE under“ 
ſtanding that it was the wiſh of the delegates aflems- 
bled at Dungannon, that ſuch parts of letters, re- 

- ceived from their Eagliſh correſpondents in conſe- 
quence of the preceding application, as enter at 

large on, or directly relate to the ſubject of a 
parliamentary reform, ſhould be publiſhed : In 
compliance, the folldwing Letters, arranged ac- 
cording to their dates, are here inſerted, ] 


ENGLISH EETTERS. 


To Lieutenant Colonel SnARMA N, Chairman of: 
the Co MIT TEE of CokrREsPOWDENCE 

. appointed by the forty - five VolUuNxT EER. 
Cores aſſembled at Lis Zu x on the firſt of- 
July, 1783. 


SIR, 


PTHINK be hononred by the letter 
addreſſed ts me in the name of the committe of 
which you are chairman. It is indeed with more 
ſatisfaction than I can expreſs, I find that the people 
of Ireland, after reſcuing their trade and their le- 
giflature from the oppreſſion of a ſiſter kingdom, are 
now undertaking to reſcue themſelves likewiſe from 
an internal: oppreſſion, no leſs inconſiſtent with their- 
liberty. The occaſion is great, and the undertaking - 
important and arduous in the higheſt degree. Should 
they be bleſt with ſucceſs, they will have completed 
their own happineſs, and exhibited an example which 
will. for. ever ſhine in-the annals-of mankind, The 
ſubjoined 
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ſubjoined paper [for which ſee page 31] will ſhew 
that 1 have been for ſome time wiſhing they woukl 
carry their views to this object. It was ſhewn to 
Mr. Grattan above a year ago, and written when the 
Duke of Richmond, the Earl of Shelburne, Lord 
Camden, Mr. Pitt, and other friends to a parlia- 
mentary reform, were in power. We are now go- 
verned by an odious coalition, formed between whigs 
and the conductors of the late war, to gratify am- 
bit ion and party rage by cenſuring the peace. Theſe 
united parties are in general hoſtile to reformation; 
and this will make it more difficult for the people of 
Ireland to ſucceed in their views.; but nothing can 
be difficult to a people determined to recoder their 
rights, IF UNANIMOUS AND FIRM. The motive 
commonly urged to check ſuch exertions, not to 
.diſturb what is quiet,” would prevent all improve- 
ments, and perpetuate darkneſs and ſlavery amongſt 
mankind. It would, in particular, had it influence 
in America, have prevented the revolution in favour 
of the rights of mankind which has lately taken 
place there; and had it influenced in Ireland, it 
would have prevented that emancipation of its trade 
and legiſlation, which has been lately ſo*happily ef- 
fected.— he bleſſings of legitimate government 
and a free conſtitution are ineſtimable. Too much 
cannot be ſacriſiced to poſſeſs them; and no country 
poſſeſſes them where the body of the people, equally 
and fairly repreſented, have not the chief ſhare. in the 
powers of government. 


I can by no means pretend to that Sint of in- 
Formation and knowledge, which is neceſſary to ena- 
ble me to give any proper anſwer to the queries con- 

tained in your letter: and the ſhortneſs of the time 
between this and the 2oth of Auguſt, together with 

.D.2 the 
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the diſſipated: ſtate Jam now in at Brighthelmſton, 
will not allow me to be very full and explicit. The 
committee will, therefore, I hope, accept the fol- 
lowing general obſervations, as the beſt reply to 
their queries that I can at preſent give: 


Tn principles of civil liberty require that every 
independent agent in a ſtate (that is, every one who 
can be ſuppoſed to have a will and judgment of his 
own) ſhould have a voice in the choice of his go- 
vernors. But it has been ſeldom practicable to ex- 
tend the right of voting ſo far. In America, where 
new forms of government are eftablifhed, more l- 
beral than any the world has yet ſeen, this right is li- 
mited to perfons who pay taxes and poſſeſs property. 
Perhaps, it may not be prudent in Ireland to go 
even this length. In thefe caſes, to avoid the danger 
of loſing all by aiming at too much, the attempts of 
enlightened men ſhould be governed by a regard to 
what is moſt practicable confidering preſent cir- 
cumſtances, and the attachment which always prevails 
in a country to old eſtabliſhments, In England, I 
have wiſhed that the friends of reformation had con- 
fined their views at preſent to the extenſion of the 
Tight of voting to copy-holders, and leaſe- -holders ; 
and the ſubſtitution of a hundred knights for counties 
for a hundred members for boroughs. This, tho? in 
theory unſpeakably too little, would have been a very 
important reform ; and Jeſs than this, I have not 
thought much wheth contending for. The people 
in Ireland are more alive; and therefore, probably 
much more may be attempted there with ſucceſt. 
But how much more IT am not qualified to ſay, Sup- 
poſe the right of voting was extended to all who 
poſſeſs property of a certain value, and every county 
qlivided into ſix diſtricts, each of which ſhould chuſe 

ONE. 
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one repreſentative, leaving the remaining repreſen. 
tatives to be choſen by the largeſt towns and bay 
roughs. Would this be too great an object? Is it too 
much to be undertaken without deſtroying unani- 
mity. 


THE duration of parliaments ſeems a point of leſs 
conſequence. If choſen by the people at large, they 
will be ſhort ; for it is impoſlible that a people ſhould 
not ſee that the long poſſeſſion of power will cor- 
rupt, and their ſecurity againſt an abuſe of power 
depends on keeping their repreſentatives in a con- 
ſtant ſtate of dependence and reſponſibility. 


Ir, on the contrary, parliaments are net choſen by 
the people, ſhortening their duration will be no re- 


medy. They will not for this be leſs ufurpations 


and mockeries. 


ANNUAL parliaments ſeem to me preferable to 


parliaments of any longer duration; not only be- 
cauſe they keep the repreſentative body more ſubject 
to the controul of its conſtituents; but alſo. becauſe 
being choſen more frequently they will be choſen 
more of courſe, and with leſs tumult and riot. 


THERE ſeems to be no reaſon for changing the 
number of the repreſentative body in Ireland. 


I am ſo much an enemy to perſecution, that I can- 
not help wiſhing the right of voting could be extend- 
ed to Papiſts of property in common with Proteſtants. 
It is unjuſt to deprive any man of his rights-on ac- 
count of his religion, unleſs ſelf-defeace makes it ab 
ſolutely neceſſary. The danger from Papiſts is per- 
haps more produced by the penal laws againſt them, 
than by their religion. Theſe detach them from the 


reſt 
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[weft of the community, give them a ſeparate inter- 
eſt; and--ake them enemies. Why ſhould not a Pa- 
Piſt be attached to the liberties of his country as well 
as a Proteſtant, if he-is allowed to ſaare.in them? In 
truth, a country which allows him no rights, he can- 
mot. reckon his country. It is nothing to him whether 
it is enſlaved or free; nor can he « care what becomes 


of it, 


Iv there is any remedy for the evil which nde 
the objection againſt increaſing the number / of mem- 
bers for counties, it is that extenſion of the right of 
voting, and diviſion of counties iuto diſtricts which 
1 have mentioned. 


Tus proprietors of the enſlaved: boroughs do not 
Loew, in reaſon, entitled to a compenſation. ; becauſe 
they hold them by uſurpation and 'a kind of robbery. 
Ir ſeems however, neceſſary that a compenſation 
Mould be allewed; and this, I ſuppoſe, would be done 
ain England were the ratten boronghs disfranchiſed. 
The neceſſity of aboliſhing ſuch boroughs I think very 
pang, | There cannot be worſe nuſances in a ſiate / 


I aw ſenſible, Sir, of the great imperfection of 
theſe remarks, and muſt rely on the candour of the 
committee. Indeed they have done me toe much 
Honour by ſuppaſing me capable of adviſing them. 
From the Duke of Richmond, Mr. Pitt, &c. they may 
receive advice that will be more worth their atten- 
tion. But there is no one whoſe heart and wiſhes 
are more with them. May Heaven grant them ſuc- 
ceſs! id may the example of Ireland influence e. 
country and ſhame it to imitations 17 : 
frighthelmſion, 

Aug. 7th, 1783. Kiens PRICE. 
* P. S. He- 
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P. S. Ireland is peculiarly ſituated in two reſpedts. 
A great majority of the inhabitants are Papiſts; and 
a diſtriburion of property more unequal than in Eng- 
land or America, ſubjects them more to zriſtocratic 
tyranny. LI have hinted as a remedy for the former 
inconvenience, the admiſſion of Papiſis to equal 
rights; but there may be ſtronger objections to this 
than I am aware of. | 


Trade and liberty. will, it is to be hoped, in time 


diffuſe property more in Ireland, and produce a leſs 


unequal diſtribution of it. 


To the armed VOLUNDEERS of TRELAND- 


A NATIVE of England, but a citizen of the world, 
and a warm friend to univerſal liberty, congratu- 


* lates them with great ſatisfaction, ow their ſucceſs in 


obtaining, without bloodſhed, that precious blefting. 


for which torrents of blood have been ſhed in Ame- 
rica; and, rejoicing in their emancipation, he wiſhes 
to propoſe to them the following queries. 


iſt. Having ſeized: the favourable opportunity 
which the war with America has offered them, ſhould 
they not be anxious about improving it to the utmoſt, 
from a conviction that ſuch another opportunity may 
never offer itſelf. 


2dly. HavinG ſucceeded in making themſelves free 
: externally, ſhould it not be their next concern to make 
themſelves free internally? And while they wand 


the one, can they poſieſs any juſt ſecurity for the 
other? 


| Zuly. Is 
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3dly. Is not a free and equal repreſentation eſſen- 
tial co the internal liberty of a kingdom? a 


Arhly. Is Ireland poſſeſſed of ſuch a repreſentation? 
Or is not, on the contrary, a vaſt majority of its Houſe 
of Commons choſen, not by the people, but, as in 
England, by a few Erandees and beggars. 


zthly. By eſtabliſhing an equal repreſentation, 
may not the people of Ireland do their ſiſter kingdom 
a moſt important ſervice, by provoking its emulation 
and rendering it aſhamed of its own corrupt and 
mock repreſentation ? : 


6thly. Have they not reaſon to expect from the 
liberality of the new miniſters and the endeavours 
which ſome of them are now uſing to gain an equal 
repreſentation of England, that they will rejoice to 
ſee this work undertaken in Ireland and give it their 
encouragement and ſupport? 2 


Laſtly. Is it not therefore almoſt certain that the 
Volunteers and Patriots of Ireland will eaſtly ſucceed 
in this undertaking, if they ſet themſelves to it with 
that glorious zeal u hich they have hitherto diſcover- 
ed, and by which they have exhibited to the world 
an example of public ſpirit and virtue ſcarcely ever 
before known, and which muſt render them the admi- 
ration of future ages? a 


an, 17 82. 
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& Mr. HENRY JOY, Funior, SEckEs. 
" TARY of the COMMITTEE of mm} 
' DENCE, at BELFAST. - I'S 


Burton Hall, near Bedal, . 
Aug. 28, 3783. -. * 
Sin, 


A<conDinG to N defire, 1 my anwer to the 

Queries of the Committee of Correſpondence 
at Beltaſt, Was tranſmitted to Lieut. Col, 7 
againſt a miſcarriage, which i in the hurry of A ge; 
neral election may be poſlible, I take the liberty tu 
trouble you with a duplicate of i my anſwer... ey 


Tur committee of Yorkſhire is expected to meet 
about the end of September; when your letters, and 
the other papers communicated by your reſpectable 
cbmmittee, will be laid before the Yorklhire geatle- 
men. I ami firmly perſuaded they will rejoice at the 
noble ſpirit of reformation; which has ariſen in Ire- 
land; they will ſincerely wiſh to their worthy fellow- 
ſubjects complete ſucceſs :;.F;triit alſo, they will Le 
molt reauy to co-operate, with them in any legal 
mode which” can be deviſed, mutually to affiſt cacti 
other, in the laudable and neceſſary untertaking to 
obtain a ſubſtantial reformation of Parliament, in the 

reſpective kingdoms of Ireland aud Great Britain. 


I am Sir, = 


with great "etlpeth, 
Four moſt obedient ſervatt, 


c. WIV IL I. 
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' RESPONDENCE. at BELFAST. 


1.4N all attempts by a free people to improve the 
frame of their legiſlature, it ſeems adviſeable as- 
much as may be poſbble, to preſerve ancient founda- 


tlons; ; 'arict to ſuſfer every part of the fabric to ſtang 


which is not abſolutely incapable of fubſtantial re· 
pair. In my opinion, it 16 unneceſſary and inex 
ent; to Gefeanchice thi poppen boroughs in ref als; 
in which the riglit of election is'veſted in 2 few per- 
ſons; In- fuch-boroaghs; a due extenſion of the right 
— 3 ſufficient to obtain every deſirable pur- 
A e he little de lateg- boroy s ought © 
e 1 See „ their here er 
e repreſentari lon thould be transferred to 
thaſe ee ee which AFe yurepreſented, « FF, 
whoſe” Wi xeprel enten dun is Ipadequate. Ne 


II. Ivan conſequence of che propoſed dufrenchle- ; 
ment of the fmalleſt velaſ> of Boroughs a fuſfteĩent 
Mare of the- repreſentation. can be tranferred- to the 
larger diſtricts, it does not ſeem neceſſary that the 
number of due riſh Hoſe: of Commons -ſheuld be 
inereaſed. "The liberty ofthe notion mey be well 

protected by a Houſe of Commons, whofe-members 
do 0 0 three handred 4 if thoſe members be 


firmly connected with the of the nations. But 
if: from the paucity of f 'borou ighs. proper to be disfran- 


chiſed, or from the ROADS of powerful men inte- 


Teſted "to prefifve fuch boroughs, a ſuſficient ſhare of 


theirepteſentatian cabnot be transferred to the larger 
diftricts ; the preſent numbgr of the Honſe of Com- 
* | _ mons-. 


_—— 
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mons in Ireland, dompared with the elective body, 
is by no means ſo large: as to forbid any addition uf 
members. For what ſecures a Parliament in the in- 
tereſt of the public ? DGE ELECTION; AND A 
- SPEEDY: RETURN INTO+THE COMMON MASS. 
A Senate thus conſtituted would inſtantly: feel what 
the. community felt; and faithfully, act according to 
the wiſhes of their conſtituents. Theſe are the eſſen · 
tial requiſites in the formation and conduct of a 
FHouſe of Commons; and where they are found, it 
Is of little moment, whether. the aſſembly. conſiſt! of 
three hundred perſuns, or of any larger number, not 
exceeding thoſe: limits, beyond which it is nut eaſy to 
preſerve order in a :deliberative aſſembly. 50n theſe 
grounds it may be preſumed, that no ſolid objection 
ro an augmentation of the Triſh” Honſe of Gmm̃dus 
couid be offered; even if the preſent electire body 
were incapaule of intre ste. But ſince the time is per · 
haps arrived, or may not be very diſtant wuem the 
. cathoties of Ireland might be ſafely adtinitted to a 
participatlot in _ e —ͤ— the difficulty 
wholly vaniſhes. l. ten ne ente 


III. WrERE r 
ariſtocrat ical: influente Will be found to operate ex · 
tenſively; and no means ea be deviſed completely to 
guard the community againſt the miſehievous conſe- 
quences of that influence,' withofit a breach of the 
. laws of property; which hasdly ever- can be juſtiſi- 
able. But regulations may be framed, -by«whith the 
danger from an exceftive pbwer m he ariftoeracy may 
ebe avettedz ant in ſome tolerable degree that ſhare 
of inflgence may be obtuined by the people, withour 
hic they canhot poſſeſs a free conſtitution; or have 
any ſubſtantial ſecurity that the true intereſts! of the 
uation wilbe ſteadily purſtied by Government. Laws' 
E. 2 Ex- 


) 

extending the right of ſuffrage to fit. claſſes of men; 
prohibiting bribery aud expence at elections; and 
facilitating the voters acceſs to the place of polling z 
thoſe are the moſt obvious and effectual means by 
which the commons may -be protected againſt a do- 
mineering ariſtocracy, without recurring to the deſ- 
perate expedient of an agrarian law. And fſnce the 
counties of Ireland are inade qustelyvepreſented, and 
nnce the natural luxury of the rich, aud the grow- 
ing induſtry of the poor, will combine to leſſen the 
evil complained of; it ems adviſeable thet the coun- 
ty repreſentation ſhout be reinforced, and at the 
fame time that every proper regulation to check the 

exceſs of ariflocratica} influence mould be introduced. 


IV. TIE fourth quety bas been in ſome meaſure. 
anſwered in the reply to the third. It ſeema not to 
admit a doubt, that the right of ſuffrage ould be 
extended in Ireland. But the diſſicult part of the 
queſtion is, TO WHOM3 Conſcious as I am how de- 
lieate the ſubject is, I cannot however decline to give 
my ſentiments upon it with plainneſe, and . 


* is the. as of. nb to 8 K by their 
wn conſent, given perſonally ; or by repreſentation. 
this principle all juſt government has been ori- 
ginally farmed. It was the principle on which our 
Saxon anceſtors founder their conſtitution; and though. 
it muſt; be admitted, that from the firſt introduction 
of a: deputed aſſembly of the people in England, the 
principle! never was ſtrictly adhered to, and that in 
ſact thę right of election, was not univerſally en- 
Joyed, even before the ſtatute of disfranchifement. 
paſſed. in the eighth year of Henry the ſixth, yet 


_the principle was ſtill appealed to, and by legal fitti-. 


0 1 


on ſuppoſed to exiſt in practice. Such was the happy. 
equality of mankind in the earlier ſtages of fociery'5 
ill exchanged, in my opinion, for the glare and glitter 
of a more ſplendid ſcene, where the loſs of the poli- 
tical happineſs of the MANY, is poorly compenſated 
by -the pomp and n. * a * Doe 
DUALS. 


In countries where property is s equally divided, or 
nearly ſo, it can hardly be ſuppoſed that the unhi- | 
mited right of ſuffrage may not. be eſtabliſhed, If ſuch 
an exception to all political experience ſhould oc- 
cur, the circumſtances. which could occaſion the umi- 
tation, muſt be of a very extraordinary nature. But. 
in ſtates where property has been diſtributed with 
conſiderable. inequality, ſome diminution of popular- 
privileges has uſually. taken place: and in far the 
greateſt part of the globe, where the extremes of, 
riches and poverty almoſt divide each. community, 
thoſe privileges have been trampled under the my 
of their tyrangical rulers ;.and ſcarcely. a veſtige of 
them is to be found, even in theſe free countries of 
Ireland and Britain. There ſeems to have been a ny 
pable propenſity to contract theſe rights to a degree 
for which there was no ſufficient reaſon, The intereſts 
of mankind require that the baſis of ſociery ſhould 
be broad; the rules of juſtice require that their na- 
tural rights ſhould not be taken away, but upon proof 
of miſuſage, or political delinquency, -I -am farisfiet 
therefore, that where the right of univerſal ſuffrage 
has not been found actually inconſiſtent with the pub- 
lie ſafety, it ought not to be abridged. But in all 
caſes where the claims of individuals are incompa- 
tible with the general good, the privileges of a part 
of the community muſt be poſtponed to the welfare 
of the WHOLE... For the law of ſelf * 
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to ſocieties; ad it is to Mmaividuals,: an indefeaRble 
avi and «by» tliat Jaw ſociet ies are juſtiſiable whipgh 
ejett. from the ſuli ebjoyment of the rights of citizens, 
perſons totwhom tlioſe rights could not be contmue:tt 
wichont danger to the public. The election frams 
ehife may be couſidered 28. both a privilege and a 
Truſt; and men who have been found incapable «f 
»executing that truſt, in a manner not diſadvanta- 
geons to the. cvhitunity, are unfit to renin invelt- 
.ct-with' it. Thar truſt may be ag properly taken 
From ſuch men; as by the conteffion of ;the advocates 
For its wideſt ektenſiou, it may be withheld from wo- 
mien; minors, and perſons of fome other deferiptions. 
But men from 'whotti this franthiſe has been taken, 
Sught to be permitted to re nomzee their allegiance 
X6 rhe ſtate; anti fto transfer it tö anviher:” If in 
thut caſe they acquieſce under tte depriwation, with- 
ut -renouneing" "their alleg inte to the ſtate, or. 
oven expreſſing a diſttistsckion, thelt deqduleſcence 
Would emount'-to2#: tacit screptattee of virtual re- 
der one a6 aud they would Ain d governed, as 

y nne def By aher owh Con Its p 


2 1 commueinld, zu hir this depriverion 5 als 
ready taken Place ſimilar reaſoning: with determine tu 
What claſſes of mei the election franchiſe ooght to be 
reſtored, ar may; he juſtly refuſed. Mt onght to be re- 
Rored to- ail Who ey be reaſonably enpecte d to ex- 
erciſe it fur the public good. This i indiſputably 
lea; and ivfſeeſns equully certain rhar it may be 
juſtly refufed to ai to whom it woutd! be unſafe to 
unpart it j whom,candour would jutige nbſt likely tu 
miſuſe their, privilege, and to he guilty of that politi- 
Sal , delinquency. tor which 1 ö 
wels bed, eee Ag „ en 

go M wo wal t 0 "7 n 
* | Tuosz 
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Tuosk obſervations are alike applicable to the cab 
af Britain, and of Ireland. In both countries nume-, 
rous claſſes of meg have been deprived: of this fran: 
chife, but the. liberal temper of the times, aided in- 
each by: ſme favoureble: concommant circumſtauces,, 
has hrought this queſtlon-to a ſerious diferfion 3 what, 
reſloration of the right of election: ought to he pro- 
poſed, or is fit to be eſtabliſhed?.The mere inequality 
of property alone, is by no means a valid objection 
to the moſt extenſive reſtoration. For if from the“ 
love of order, juſtice, and liberty prevalent in the 
lower elaſſes, and the meek aud unambitious ſpirit” 
of their ſuperiors, no material danger were to be ap- 
prehended from the influence of à wealthy ariſto- 


cracy, or from numerous and frequent. aſſe mblies of 


the populace; i in ſuch circumſtances, Hotyirkſt: inding 
the unequal: diviſion of. property, the right of ſuffrage 
might be ſafely, reſtored to the +4 Well 88 and 
therefore it ought nt ty be refuſed, - 


Wurrurn Ireland- be a- country thus ne 
efreumſtanced, or not it behoves the delegates of 
Ulſter ta confide#! with ſtrict iniparriality. In what” 
degree the manners of the Iriſh people are corrupt, 
to What extent the property of their cointry is un- 
equially, diſtribute d, rhe delegates will be moſt com- 
peteut te Judge. But - if ariſtocriticaFpow er be found 
tod predemniant l in the counties of Ireland, under” 
the preſent limitations of the right of; electien; as it 
is tated to be in the letter of the 197k of July, by 
the committee at Belfaſt; the extenflon of that baue 
tb perſons in- "ſituation of abſolute dependence on 
the Great, would render their power wholly irre- 
ible, - Ft the capital 'contain a numerous and a Pe- 
tigare populaee, the periodical affembly of that po- 
1 for the pùrpoſe of elections would too proba- 


bi 
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bly. produce tumults and all the wild and pernicioiis 
effects of frantic Inſurrection. Evils like theſe 
would be more intolerable, than thoſe abuſes which 
are now ſo juſtly complained of; and unleſs ſome 
effectual remedy were ſpeedily applied to them, 
would lead Ireland through a ſeries of fatal calami- 
ties, to the utter ruin of its conſtitution, | 


PRESUMING * to be a country nearly in this 
ſituation, cannot venture to recommend the reſto- 
ration of univerſal ſatfrage. In my opinion the cir- 
cumitances here deſcribed muſt be conſiderably al- 
tered, before the refuſal of that unlimited privilege 
can be thonght unjuſt. At preſent, the utmoſt length 
ro which the. right of election there ſeems ſafely com- 
municable, is to impart it to every claſs of men, 
who from the poſleflion of preperty to, ſome ſmall 
N N may be thought likely to exerciſe their fran- 

iſe freely, and for the public good. To concede 
the right of ſuffrage in lreland beyotid that boundary, 
appears not conſiſtent with national prudence, or the 
ſafety of the public; aud therefore, i in my apprebens 
ſion, is not required by juſlice. In this opinion I 
am counteuanced by the general practice of the free 
ſtates of antiquity. ; I aw. ſupported by that of mo- 
dern Europe, and the more recent example of Ame- 
rica. In the American Republics, property is more 
equally divided, and the manners of the people are 
more ſimple, orderly and incorrupt, than they are in 
thoſe kingdoms. And yet in them ſome qualification 
of property has been thought neceſſary to intitle inha - 
bitants to the right of voting. In Maſſachuſett's, and 
ſome other American States, the landed qualification 
exceeds. that of an Evgliſh freeholder.—I ſhould be 
ſtill farther confirmed in theſe. ſentiments, if the ex- 
cluded claſſes diſcopered no anxiety te regain oe. 
M- 
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important privilege, even when it became the ſub⸗ 
ject of national debate. For why ſhould the work 
of political reformation be loaded with great, and 
perhaps inſurmountable difficulties, by ſtruggling to 
impart to the non-electors,. a franchiſe which they 
are neither likely to exerciſe with diſcretion, nor 
ſolicitous to obtain ? 


By the rule here ſuggeſted, all perſons paying 
taxes within the .counties, cities, and boroughs of 
Ireland would be comprehended among their voters; 
and to the county electors alſo would be added per- 
ſons holding land by copy-hold, by leaſe-hold for 
life, or a term exceeding thirty years; equal in value 
to the freehold qualification, 


By the ſame rule it is underſtood, that Catholics 
of ſimilar qualifications in property would be admitted 
to the choice of repreſentatives, together with their 
Proteſtant brethren. - It muſt be confeſſed that this 
conceflion to humanity and liberal policy could not be 
' propoſed in Britain with any proſpect of ſucceſs. Put 
Ireland, by granting a complete toleration to Catho- 
lics, has diſplayed the true ſpirit of candour and 
equity, And on this great occaſion of reforming its 
conſtitution, the ſame equitable ſpirit will naturally 
lead that conntry not to exctnde thoſe men from the 
primary right of citizens, by whoſe aſſiſtanee, its 
own independence and dignity were obtained, The 
Catholics of former generations may have been juſtly 
degraded from the clafs of electors; becauſe an at- 
tachment to a foreign POTENTATE, dangerous 
to the peace and welfare of their country, may then 

have formed an eſſential part of their reltgiaus creed. 
But why ſhould nien whoſe religions opinions are 
now deemed inoffenſive to the ſtate, and therefore fit 
to be tolerated by law, be thought unfit to concur 
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with their fellow-citizens in the election of repreſen: 
tatives? The eſtabliſhed ' religion would be ſecure 
as it is at preſent ;- becauſe Catholic voters could not 
elect Catholic legiſlators. However their mode of 
chriſtianity may be difapproved, however neceſſary 
It may be to oppoſe the re- admiſſion of that ſyſtem, 
as the religion of our country; and no perſon diſap- 
proves it more completely or would reſiſt its re- 
eſtabliſhment. more ſrenuouſly than the writer of 
this paper; yet ſurely” in matters of merely civil 
concern, the profeſſion of errors acknowledged to be 
harinleſs to the ſtate, ought not to be a diſqualifica- 
tion, Shrely chriſtians of every ſet may be ad: 
mitted to enjoy thoſe political privileges, from which 
perſons unt inctured by any religion are not excluded. 
If on this occaſion the right of ſuffrage ſhould be ex- 
tended to Catholics, let them receive the indulgence 
not from the inſidious clemency. of a: court, but from 
the friendſhip and magnanimity of their Proteſtant 
fellow-ſubjects, and the peace, the liberty of Ireland 
will be unhurt by the conceſſion. 


6. ELzCcTrioxs by ballot ſeem to be unadviſeable, 
In places where no undue influence can be exerted, 
the concealment: of the ballot is totally unneceſſary. 
But where that influence is predominant, it ought to 
be reliſted, not by. a practice encouraging cowardly 
diſingenuity and breach of promiſe ; but by open and 
honourable means; by means conſonant. with truth, 
integrity, and the courageous ſpirit. of Liberty. 


6. Tur duration of parliaments ought to be limit- 
ted to a ſhorter term than eight years; If it ſhould 
be found as practicable to obtain annual, as triennial 
- parliaments, the preference in point of efficacy ſeems 
dae to annual parliaments, But the beneficial effects 
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of triennial, or of annual parliaments will nat 'be'fo 
ſenſibly felt, till the repreſentation has been meli- 
orated, and elections have been rendered incorrupt 
and unexpenſive, 


7, Ir would be expedient that a ſatisfactory com- 
penſation ſhould be given by the nation to the pro- 
prietors of thoſe boroughs which may be aboliſhed. 
If this were underſtood to be the intention of the 
public, a, leſs animated oppoſition to the disfranchiſe- 
ment of boroughs might be expected. Bur a more 
karſh mode of reformation would diſguſt and exaſ- 
perate individuals; which would be extremely im- 
prudent, when an expence ſlight to a whole kingdom, 
might purchaſe their acquieſcence, and preſerve gene- 
ral harmony. Undoubtedly a compenſation is whet 
ſtrict juſtice does not enjoin.; the nation has an abſo- 
late right to revoke privileges which are become 
injurious to its welſare ; but in the view of equity, 
as well as that of policy, this more lenient mode of 
correcting .abuſes, which time may have introduced, 
without any marked criminality of the preſent pro- 
prietors, ſeems to be preferable. 


8. FRoeM the anſwers which have been returned to 
the former queries, my opinion reſpecting the eighth 
and laſt query, ia ſume meaſure might be collected. 
But the reply to the moſt important queſtion of them 
all, ſhall not be .leſs explicit than thoſe which have 
been already given. If then I had the honour to be 
delegated to attend the meeting at Dungannon, my 
preſent ideas on the ſubje& would lead me, | 


1. To recommend with all poſſible earneſtneſs, the 
abolition of every ſmall and decayed borough ; and 
the gift of a reaſonable compenſation to every perſon 
immediately affected by that act; with permiſſion to 
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the disfranchiſed electors to vote at elections for their 
reſpective counties. 


2. To propoſe the reinforcement of the repreſenta- 
tion, by transferring to the counties, the capital, 
and conſiderable unrepreſented towns, if there be 
any ſuch in Ireland, the members taken from the 
disfranchiſed boroughs ; and alſo by adding to them 
as many new members, as might be neceſſary clearly 
to turn the balance of legiſlative power in favour of 
the counties, principal cities, and towns, which form 
the body of the nation, and in which the ſtrength of 
the Iriſh democracy reſides. 


3- To ſuggeſt the ntility of extending the right of 
ſuffrage to all perſons paying taxes in the counties, 
cities and boroughs; to all copyholders, and leaſehold- 

ers, for life or a term exceeding thirty years, the 
yearly value of whoſe eſtates ſhall be at leaſt forty 
ſhillings ; and alſo the propriety of admitting Chriſti- 
ans of every denomination to the equal exerciſe of 
that moſt important right of a citizen. 


4. To adviſe a ſhorter duration of e pre- 
ferring annual parliaments to triennial, if equally 
attainable, 


g. AND for hearing the at of thoſe mea- 
ſures in their full extent, to recommend the ſtricteſt 
prohibition of bribery and expence at elections, and 


regulations facilitating to the reſpective voters the 
exerciſe of their franchiſe. 


Suck are the . which appear to my 
mind, moſt practicable, ſafe and efficacious, in the 
preſent. ſtate of Ireland, to reſtore TO THE PEO- 
PLE UNARMED THEIR JUST AND 0 

C . 
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CONTROUL OVER THE REPRESENTATIVE 
ASSEMBLY, To ſome of the delegates at Dungan- 
non, theſe propoſitions might appear not extenſive 
enough... To.many more perhaps they might ſeem 
too extenſive to be at once adopted with prudence. 


HaviNG therefore offered theſe propoſitions to the 
meeting, 1 ſhould think it ill became me to adhere 
to them with pertinacity. On the contrary, it would 
be more ſuitable to my very limited experience, and 
imperfect knowledge of Iriſh affairs, and alſo more 
conducive to the ſucceſs of the great cauſe, to ſub- 
mit my opinion with deference to better informed 
judgments; and to accede to a leſs extenſive plan for 
a ſubſtantial reformation of parliament ; in favour of 
; which a more general concurrence of the Volunteers 
might be probable, For that is the beſt plan of re- 
formation, which is the moſt n that is likely 
to be * 


| Tur means for obtaining thoſe regulations, or other 
improvements which may be deemed more ſalutary, 
are ſufficiently obvious. To reſtore a declining con- 
ſtitution, is the duty, the intereſt, and the peculiar 
office of the collective body. Self · reſormation is an 
odious taſk to corrupt aſſemblies of men, as it is to 
profligate individuals. A degenerate parliament will 
never ſeriouſly engage in that buſineſs, but from the 
impulſe of the people. By their active zeal the 
work of reformation muſt be begun; by their firm- 
neſs and perſeverance it muſt be finiſhed, In a more 
tolerable condition of parliament, it would be ſuf- 
ficient to ſtate an abuſe; and of its own accord an 
honeſt houſe of commons would -immediately apply 
the proper correction. But when the miſchief lies in 


the frame and diſpoſition of parliament itſelf, 15 be- 
oves 
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thoves the people not ouly to ſpecify their grievance, 
but to point out on what principle, and to what ex- 
Tent they expect redreſs, For if the popular com- 
Plaint be well founded, parliament cannot be qua- 
Jified to judge for the people with due impartiality ; 
mor diſpoſed ſpontaneouſly to grant that mode of re- 
formation which may appear beſt adapted to promote 
their happineſs. Hence proceeds the principal diffi- 
eulty of this great enterprize,—When the claim of 
mdependence was the object of purſuit, there was 
but one ſimple propofition before each provincial 
meeting ; and in that propeſition every Iriſhman was 
agreed. If the volunteer aſſemblies ſhould deliberate 
apart on the general queſtion only, -whether a refor- 
mation of parliament be expedient, there is little 
reaſon to apprehend any material diverſity of opinion 
would ar iſe. But if the queſtion to be conſidered, 
Mould be, what ſpecific plan of reformation is moſt 
fit to be propoſed to parliament ; the diſcuſſion of that 
propoſition in many diſtinct aſſemblies might unhap- 
pily divide the volunteers. The reformation of par- 
liament is an ample field of ſpeculation, in whick 
the ſentiments of wiſe and good men may be widely 
different. It is a ſubject of the higheſt practical 
importance, on which thoſe various ſentiments may 
be maintained with warmth and eagerneſs. In the 
progreſs of thoſe diſputes the provincial meetings 
might form different opinions; they might be heated ; 
they might be alienated ; the ill offices of artful and 
intereſted men might increaſe the diſguſt ; till the 
Formation of a genera] union in favour of any ſpe- 
cific plan, would become exceedingly difficult, if aot 
xvholly impracticable. In order to guard againſt ſo 
fatal a diſunion, it ſeems adviſeable, if the ſpecific 
plan onght to originate from the people, that a 

GENERAL - ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES from + 
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every part of Ireland ſhould meet, and determine what 
that ſpecific plan ſhould be. By ſuch a meeting, the 
union of the volunteers might be completely pre- 
ſerved; and the application from that meeting for an 
effectual redreſs of parliamentary abufes would be 
preſented to parliament with the weight and authority 
of the whole collective body. It is needleſs to add 
that their requiſition MUST be complied with. 


SUCH is the judgment which I have formed on the 
moſt impartiab conſideration of the queries tranſ- 
mitted for my opinion by the committee of Belfaſt. 
F feel myſelf much honoured by the gentlemen who 
Have called forth my ſentiments on this momentous 
occaſion. By impoſing that honourable taſk upon me; 
they have committed to my hands an important truſt, 

which Iam bound to execute with ſcrupulous fidelity, 
with conſcientious ſincerity, Lam. but too well con- 
vinced, that what I have been able to ſuggeſt, de» 
ferves not much. of their attention. But the opinion 
now given. has been formed, and delivered under a 
ſenſe of duty. And if this communication. offer no- 
thing elſe which may be fortunate enough to zneect 
their approbation, yer I am confident the delegates of 
Ulſter will approve the freedom and integrity of my 
anſwer. 


As a man I ſincerely. wiſh- the enjoyment of li- 
berty, in its moſt ample extent, to men in every cli- 
mate and country; but as fellow-ſubjeCts ] am deeply 
and more peculiarly intereſted in the welfare and hap- 
pineſs of Iriſhmen, When the volunteers of Ireland 
| ſucceſsfully aſſerted the honour and independence of 
their country, I rejoiced at its' emancipation from an 
injurious controul. - When they aboliſhed perſecu- 
tion, and gave peace and ſecurity to millions of their 
op- 
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oppreſſed brethren, my heart concurred and ap- 
proved the deed. When they checked the corrupt 
profuſion of the public money, I joined with every 
virtuous man in applauding this prelude to a more 
important reformation. To reſtore a ſinking conſti- 
tution is their laſt and greateſt labour! It is a taſk 
whoſe difficulty can only be exceeded by the immenſe 
advantage reſulting from the performance. Nothing 
elſe can give permanent, ſecurity to the freedom and 
proſperity of Ireland. When the zeal and ſpirit by 
which the volunteers gained thoſe benefits to their 
country ſhall be relaxed, unleſs a radical reformation 
of parliament ſhall have been firſt accompliſhed, the 
benefits themſelves will not be of long duration: 
They will be loſt again, or they will be left under 
circumſtances of pablic diſtreſs, in which, enjoyment 
will be impoſſible. The miſchief of a factious and 
corrupt government will be felt once more ; mini- 
ſterial profifien will again ſeduce the fenate, and im- 
poveriſh the community. In this ſtate of things, li- 
berty will be precarious and commerce and induſtry 
will-be undone.” And then, when the poor Catholic 
is ſtarving for want of employment, toleration itſelf 
will be to him a comfort. of little avail. Even the 
Joy excired in the public mind by the acquitition of 
independence will ſoon ſink, and be loſt in the ſu- 
perior ſenſe of domeſtic miſery. But T truſt a dif- 
ferent, and far happler ſcene is juſt ready to open 
upon Ireland. From the vigonr and virtue of the 
Iriſh people, conducted by the wifdom of their de- 
legates, a ſubſtantial reformation of parliament, with 
every national bleſſing in its train, may ſoon be ex- 
pected. Let them but perſevere in the fame ſpirited, 
.temperate, and Tegal conduct, which hitherto has 
marked their character with honour ; let them be 

firm; 
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them be unanimous ; and in this juſt and neceſſary 
undertaking, as in all the reſt, THE VOLUN- 
TEERS OF IRELAND will command that 2 
which they ſo well deſerve. 


il 


| ; 


s 
To Lieut. Col. S HARMAN, Chairman of 
the CommiTTEE of CORRESPONDENCE at 
BELFAST. 


SIR, 


I HAVE been honored with a letter from Belfaſt, 

dated the igth of July laſt, written in the name 
of the committee of correſpondence appointed by the 
delegates of forty-five Volunteer corps aſſembled at 
Liſburn on the firſt of the ſame month, for taking 
preparatory ſteps to forward their intentions on the 
ſubject of a more equal repreſentation of the people 
in parliament, and ſigned by their * Mr. 


Henry Joy, Jun. 


In this letter after ſhewing the corrupt ſtate of 
the boroughs in Ireland, the general opinion of the 
people that the conſtitution can be reſtored to its an- 
tient puriry and vigour, by no other means than a 
parliamentary reform, and informing me of the ſteps 
which have been taken and are taking by the volun- 
teers in determining to procure this defirable object, 
the committee is pleaſed © to requeſt my ſentiments 
and advice as to the beſt, moſt eligible, and moſt prac- 
ticable mode of deſtroying, reſtraming, or counteract - 
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ing this hydra of corruption borough influence, a 
order to lay my opinion before the provincial aſſembly 
of delegates which is to be held at Dungannon, on the 
8th of September next.” 


Tuis great mark of confidence from gentlemen 
in whom ſo much truſt is placed, does me great ho- 
nour, for as I have not the pleaſure of being per- 
ſonally known to any of them, I can owe it but to 
the favourable opinion they are pleaſed to entertain 
of my conſtaut and zealous- endeavours I in the bn. 
ſervice. 


I ai ſenſible that the only proper return F can 
make for this hohourable diſtinction is to obey their 
commands in the beſt manner I am able; for al- 
though my inſuffitiency for ſo arduous a taſk would 
afford me but too! good an excuſe for declining it, 
yet I feel it would be inconſiſtent-with my ideas of 
the obligation every man is under to ferve the publick 
as well as he can; if I was to refuſe giving my opi- 
nions, ſuch. as they are, when thus called upon by 
a reſpectable body of gentlemen. / Beſides my inabi- 
lity, I have to regret the want of time to collect and 
arrange my thoughts in ſuch a manner as to be fit to 
appear before you, and the neceſſary limits of a let- 
ter which will not admit of the extenſive inveſtiga- 
tion which a ſubject of this vaſt importance deſerves ; 
for altho' I fear. L muſt be long; Iam fenſible I cannot 
do it Juſtice. ; 

Taz ſubject of a parliamentary reform; is 1550 
which of all others in my opinion moſt deſerves the 
attention of the publick, as I conceive it would in- 
clude every other advantage which a nation can u iſhg 
and I have no heſitation: in ſaying that from every 
9 I have been able to give to this 
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eat queſtion, that for many years has occupied my 
mind, and from every day's experience to the preſent 
hour, I am more and more convinced that the re- 
ſtoring the right of voting univerſally to every man 
not incapacitated by nature for want of reaſon, or by 
law for the commiſſion of crimes, together with an- 
nual elections, is the only reform that can be effeCtual 
and permanent. I am further convinced that it is 
the only reform that is practicable. 


ALL other plans that are of a palliative nature have 
*been found inſufficient to intereſt .and animate the 
great body of the, people, from whoſe earneſtneſs 
alone any reform can be expected. A.long excluſion 
from any ſhare in the legiſlature of their country has 
rendered the great maſs of the people indifferent 
whether the monopoly. that ſubſiſts, continues in the 
: hands of a more or Jeſs extended company; or whe- 

*ther it is divided by them into ſhares of ſomewhat 
more or leſs juſt proportions: the publick feels itfelf 
unconcerned in theſe conteſts, except as to the op- 
preſſions it endures, and the exactions it ſuffers, 
which it knows muſt continue ſo long as the people 
remain deprived of all controul over their repreſen- 
tatives. This indifference of theirs when the laſt at- 
rempt was made for additional county members 
was uſed by our opponents as an argument againſt 
all reform; it was aſked with a triumphant air, 
where are the petitions from the.inhabitants of Bir- 
mingham, Mancheſter, Halifax, and other great un- 
repreſented towns? and their ſilence was deemed a 
proof of their acquieſcence and ſatisfaction in the 


preſent form of elections. The truth is, that the 


people have been ſo often deceived, that they will. 
now ſcarcely truſt any ſet of men; and nothing bur 
Leif evident conviction that a meaſure tends effectu- 
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ally to the recovery of their rights can, or indeed 
ought to intereſt them in its favor. | 


THe leſſer reform has been attempted with every 
poſſible advantage in its favor, not only from the zeal- 
ous ſupport of the advocates for a more effectual one, 
but from the aſſiſtance of men of great weight both 
in and out of power. But with all theſe tempera- 
ments and helps it bas failed; not one proſelyte has 
been gained from corruption, nor has the leaſt ray of 
hope been held out from any quarter, that the Houſe 
of Commons was inclined to adopt any other mode 
of reform. The weight of corruption has cruſhed 
this more gentle, as it would have defeared any more 
efficacious plan in the ſame circumſtances. From that 
quarter therefore I have nothing to hope. It is from 
the people at large that I expect any good, and I am 
convinced that the only way to make them feel that 
they are really concerned in the buſineſs, is to contend 
for their full, clear, and indiſputable rights of uni- 
verſa] repreſentation. I call them ſuch, not only 
from my own conviction, but from the admiffion of 
the friends to the more moderate plan, who in the 
ſecond addreſs of the Yorkſhire committee to the 
people confefs, that our claims are founded on the 
true principles of the conſtitution, and only object 
to them on account of impracticability. But their 
plan has now had a fair trial, and, if it is from the 
inclinations of parliament that practicability is to be 
expected, has been found as impracticable as ours. 


Tux more extenſive plan, at the ſame time that 
its operation is more compleat depends on a more 
eſfectual ſupport, that of the people. 


1 am alſo perſuaded that if the ſcheme for additi- 
- onal county members had proceeded any further, in- 
x fiuite 
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finite difficulties would have ariſen in adjuſting it, 


Neither the Yorkſhire committee nor Mr, bitt have 


given the derail of their plan, A juſt repartition 
would have been a moſt jntricate taſk; for where 
different intereſts are ſeparately repreſented, the pro- 


portion is not very eaſy to aſcertain, The doubt 


you ſtate concerning this mode of reform appeurs to 
me well founded; a few great families might divide a 
county between them, and chuſe the members by a 
houſe liſt like Eaſt-India directors. Another difficulty 
from the increaſe of the number of members, which 
might render the houſe more tumultuous than delibe- 
rative, has its we eight. But the greateſt objection in 
my opinion to this, and to every other narrow and 
contracted plan of reform, is that it proceeds upon the 
ſame bad principle as the abuſe it pretends to rectify; 
it is ſtill partial and unequal: a vaſt majority of the 
community is ſtill left unrepreſented: and its moſt 
eflential concerns, life, liberty, and property, con- 
tinue in the abſolute diſpoſal of thoſe whom they do 
not chuſe, and over whom they have no controul. 
In the arrangement of plans of this kind, there is 
no leading principle to determine that the addition 
ought to be one hundred, fiſty, or two hundred: that 
the allotment ſhould be according ro the population, 
property, or taxes paid in each county; that any ſup- 
poſed proportion between: the landed and trading in- 
tereſt is the juſt one; and that the diviſion of county 
and city members will correfpond with this proportion 
when found, All is at fea, without any compaſs to 
enable us to diſtinguiſh the ſafe from the dangerous 
courſe, 1 


Bur in the more liberal and great plan of univer- 
ſal repreſentation a clear and diſtinct principle at once 
appears that cannot lead us wrong, Not convenjen- 
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tex, but right. If it is not a maxim of our conſtity- 
tion that a Britiſh ſubject is to be governed only by 
laws to which he has conſented by himſelf or his re- 
Preſentative, we ſhould inſtantly abandon the error; 
but if it is the eſſential of freedom ſounded on the 
eternal principles of juſtice and wiſdom, and our 
unalienable .birth- -right, we .ſhonld not heſitate in 
aflerting it. Let us then but determine to act upon 
this broad principle of giving to every man his own, 
and we ſhall immediately get rid of all the perplex- 
ities to which the narrow notions of partiality and 
excluſion muſt ever be ſubject. Jn the digeſting a plan 
upon this noble foundation, we ſhall not find any 

ifficulty that the moſt common underſtanding and 
Pains will not eaſily ſurmount. It does not re * 
Half the ingenuity of a common tax bill; and as 
proof of this aſſertion, I myſelf drew the form of a a 
hill for this urge which I preſented to the Houſe 
of Lords in 1780. Not as a perfect work, but mere- 
Ay to ſhew how eatdly 'the objections to the practica- 
bility of the plan and the inconveniencies that are 
6 might be got over. 


1 BELIEVE the ſending you a copy of my bill will 
de the beſt way of explaining its operations, I have 


not one ready at-this —— but it ſhall ſoon fol- 
Jow this letter. 


1 $HALL therefore WE mention at preſent a few 
of its proviſions, which I think entirely remove the 


moſt plauſible objections that have been urged a- 
gainſt it, 


Tur preſent number of members in the Houſe of 
Commons is preſerved, ſo that all apprekenſions from 
too numerous an aſſembly ceaſes, 
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A account of the whole number of males of age: 
in the kingdom is to be taken and divided by the nums 
ber of members to be ſent, which will find the quota 
of electors to chuſe one member. From the beſt 
accounts I can now get, it will. be about two thou» 
ſand fix hundred. Theſe are to be formed into 
diſtricts or boroughs from. the moſt contiguous pa- 
riſhes, and by having all the elections throughout 
the kingdom in one and the ſame day, and taken in 
each pariſh, all-fear of riots and tumults vaniſhes. 


Tux great expence of elections, which ariſes chiefly 
from the coſt of conveying electors to the place of 
poll and entertaining them there and on the road 
will be no more when every man will vote in his own 
pariſh. Bribery muſt entirely ceaſe: in a ſingle bo- 
rough it would be difficult; on ſo many as to any have 
effect, impoſſible. The numbers to be bought woulck 


be infinitely too great for any purfe, Beſides, annual . 
Parliaments by their frequency, and by their ſhort- | 


neſs would doubly operate in preventing corruption. 


Tux vaſt expence of petitions to parliament on ac- 
count of illegal returns would be reduced almoſt to 
nothing, The points on which theſe conteſts gene- 
rally turn, are the qualifications of the electors under 
the numberleſs reſtrictions the preſent laws have im- 
poſed, which require the attendance of witneſſes, the 
production of records, and are fubject to infinite diſ- 
pute. But when ne other qualification ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary but that of being a Britiſh ſabject and of age; 
there can be but little left to contend upon as to the 
right of electors to vote: all other queſtions that 
could afford ground for ,a petition 2 be trifling 
and might be decided in one day. 


MANY 
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Marv other objections are obviated by the bill, 
but it is needleſs here to mention them. But there 
is another ſort of objection againſt which no provi- 
ſion can be made as it is merely imaginary. It is fear- 
ed by ſome that the influence of power and riches 
will give to the ariſtocracy ſo great a lead in theſe 
elections as to place the whole government in their 
hands. Others agoin dread that when paupers and 
the loweſt orders of the people fhall have an equal 
vote with the firſt commoner in the kingdom, we 
ſhall fall into all the confuſion of a democratick re- 
publick. The contrariety of theſe two apprehenſions 
might of itſelf be a ſufficient proof that neither ex- 
treme will take place. It is true that the pooreſt 
man in the kingdom will have an equal vote with the 
firſt, for the choice gf the perſon to-whom he truſts 
his all, and 1 think he ought to have that equal de- 
gree of ſecurity againſt oppreſſion, It is alſo true that 
men of ſuperior. fortunes will have a ſuperior degree 
of weight and influence, and I think that as education 
and knowledge generally attend property, thoſe who 
poſſeſs them ought to have weight and influence with 
the more ignorant. But the eſſential difference will 
be, that altho' the people may be led, they cannot 
then be driven. Property will have its weight, as it 
ever miſt have in all governments, and I conceive 
that in this plan, it will preciſely find its juſt propor- 
tion combined with talents and character. A man of 
great property that is beloved and eſteemed, will as 
he ought have the greateſt ſway ; but tyranny and 
oppreſſion tho? attended with riches may be reſiſted, 


and will no longer be attended Dee a bete tenure 


at command. 


ANOTHER ſubject of REES is that the prin- 
eiple of allowing to every man an equal right to vote 
tends to equality in other reſpects and to level pro- 

perty 
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perty. To me it ſeems to have a direct contrary ten- 
dency. The equal rights of men to ſecurity from op- 
preſſion, and to the enjoy ment of life and liberty ſtrike 
me as perfectly compatible with their unequal ſhares 
of induſtry, labour, and genius, which are the origin 
of inequality of fortunes. The equality and inequa- 
lity of men are both founded in nature, and whilſt we 
do not confound the two and only ſupport her eſta- 
bliſhments, we cannot err. The protection of pro- 
perty appears to me one of the moſt eſſential ends of 
ſociety; and ſo far from injuring it by this plan, L 
conceive it to be the only means of preſerving it, 
for the preſent ſyſtem i is haſtening with great ſtrides 
to a perfect equality in univerſal poberty. 


IT has been faid that this plan of extending the 
right of voting to every individual creates much un- 
eaſineſs in the minds of quiet and well diſpoſed per- 
Tons; and that if paupers, vagabonds, and perſons of 
no property were left out, there would be no ob- 
jection to extend it to all houſeholders and perſons 
paying taxes, and that the ſame diviſion into diſtricts 
might take piace. My anſwet is that 1 know of no 
man, be he ever ſo poor, who in his conſumption of 
food, and uſe of rayment dòes not pay taxes, and 
that I would wiſh to encourage an enthuſiaſm for his 
country in the breaſt of every ſubject, by giving him 


his juſt ſhare in its government. I readily admit that 


ſuch an alteration would be a vaſt improvement, bur 
1 muſt prefer the adhering rigidly to a ſelf-evident, 
principle, eſpecially when attended with no incon- 


venience in the execution that L can foreſee, Be- 


ſides we ſhould again fall into the difficulties of draw- 
ing the line of ſeparation, and into the diſputes about 
A qualification, 


H Tus 
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' Ter apprehenſions that bur government win be. 
evine too democratick have - been urged upon auother 
ground. It has been ſaid that the Houfe of commons 
has uſurped the whole power of. government: that 
the crown in reality no longer poffeſſes irs negative, 
and muſt in all things be ruled by the houſe of com- 
mons: that the houſe of lords in confequttice of its 
exclulion (by the will of the houſe of commons, not 
by law) from interfering in money bills, no longer 
in fact exerciſes the functions of a branch ef the le- 
gillature, that the only means by which the balance 
of the conſtitution is now in any degree preſerved, is 
by the irregular influence of the crown, and of the 
peers in the houſe of commons, and that if they are 
totally 'excluded.from interference there, as it is ſup- 
poſed will be the caſe if this pill paſſes, and are not 
reſtored to their original ſhare of power, the equi- 
librium will. be deſtroyed and the . be- 
come purely democratick.. 


To remedy this objection it has been anwered by 
others that it is but juſt and reaſpuable, and that 
they mean at the ſame time that the commons are 
reſtored to their rights, that the crown and the peers 
mould recover theirs, | 


Tus abfiver has devt-vidiouled;' 'in my opinion, 
with more wit than ſolidity of argument. It has been 
repreſented as admitting that whilſt the : houſe of 
commons continues corrupt, the king and lords 
Thontd ſubmiĩt to its deciſions, but that when it ſnould 
really ſpeak the voice of the people, then it would be 
ern to revive the dor mant powers of reſiſting it, 
Fon wy part, I . im opinion with thoſe who- are 
for reſtoring to all parts of the ſtate their juſt 


rights at the ſame time; to do it generally not par- 


tially: 


tially is what I muſt contend for. At the ſame time 
J admit that I am not for reſtoring the negative of 
the crown; my reaſon is that it appears to me pre- 
-poſterous that the will of one man ſhould for ever 


obſtruct every regulation whieh all the reſt of the 


nation may think neceſſary. I object to ir, as I would 
ro any other prerogative of the crown, or privilege 
of the Lords or people that is not founded on reaſon. 


Bur J agree that if the honfe of commons was re- 
duced to its natural dependence on the people alone, 
and the preſent ſyſtem of making it the executive 
Part of government was continued, we ſhould ap- 
proach to a pure democracy more than our conſtitu- 


tion warrants, or than I wiſh to ſee. I am not for a 


-democratic any more than for an ariſtocratic or mo- 
narchic government ſolely, I am for that admirable 
mixture of the three that our inimitable and compre- 
henſive conſtitution has eſtabliſhed. -I wiſh to fee the 
executive part of government revert to where the 
conſtitution has originally placed it, in the hands uf 
the crown to be carried on hy its miniſters: thoſe mi- 
niſters under the controul of parliament, and parlia- 
ment under the controul of the people. I would not 
have parliament made, as it daily is, a party concerned 
in every act of ſtate, whereby it becomes the exe- 
cutive for which it is not calculated, and loſes its ſu- 
perintending and controuliag power which is the 
main end of its inſtitution; for when the two houſes 


are previoufly pledged by addreſſes, votes, and feſo- 


lutions it becomes extremely difficult for them af:cr- 
wards to cenſure meaſures in which they have been 
ſo eply engaged by acts of:their -own. Another 
great inconveniency ariſes from parliaments taking ſo 
much of the. executive of government on itſelf, which 
4s the exceſlive length of the ſeſſions; an evil which 
of late has greatly increaſes. Now that par liament 
"WE. 41 2 1⁴ 
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js engaged in every detail in order to ſcreen the mi- 
niſter, it can never finiſh its buſineſs till the middle of 
ſummer, when the independent country gentleman, 

tired of a long attendance and hot weather in town, 
is retired to his private buſineſs in the country, and 
that of the public leſt to be ſettled in thin houſes 
by a few dependants of the miniſter. A ſhort ſeſſion 
of two or three months would be ſufficient to examine 
the expenditure of former grants, to make new ones, 
to redreſs grieyances, and paſs ſuch general laws as 
circumſtances might require, The inconveniency-and. 
expence to a private member of parliament in at- 
tending his duty would then be trifling ; and inſtead 
of forty commoners and three peers to form a quo- 
rum to decide the greateſt matters of ſtate, the at- 
tendance of two thirds of each body, which would 


give reſpect to their proceedings, _ and ought 
to be required. | 


I ans alſo free to own my opinion, that when the 
Houſe of Lords ſhall be effectually prevented from 
having any influence in the houſe of commons, as I 
think it muſt by this bill, it ſhould at the ſame time 
recover its equal rights in every reſpe& with the 


houſe of commons as a co-ordinate branch of the 
legiſlature. | 


THesE ſentiments are I think conſonant to the idea 
ſo well expreſſed in your letter to the Volunteer ar- 
my of the province of Ulſter, © to reſtore to the 
* crown its original ſplendor, to nobility its ancient. 


1 privileges, and to the nation at large its inherent 
rights.“ | 


I BELIEVE I have now wenkdos you with all that 
is neceſſary concerning my plan; my bill will ſhew the 
n as far as concerns the houſe of commons and 

the 


— 
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the election of Scotch peers; the regulations for re · 


ſtoring to the crown its executive, and to the Houſe 
of Lords its deliberative functions ſhould be added to 
and form a part of this bill, but I have not as yet 


had time and leiſure to prepare them. 


In what I have ſaid, I have ſhewn my opinion con- 


cerning the iſt, 3d, 4th, 6th and 8th queſtions you 


have propoſed to me. There remains the 2d, Sth, 


and 7th, to be conſidered, 


Is reſpec to the ſecond, which I preſume relates to 
the admiſſion of Roman Catholicks to vote at electi- 
ons, I can only ſay that the ſame principles which go 


to civil liberty, equally lead to liberty of conſcience. 


I admire with you the glorious ſpirit of toleratlon 
which you ſay, has united the once diſtracted inhabi- 
rants of Ireland into one indiſſoluble maſs; and I am 
ſure that nothing ſhort of evident danger to the ſtate 
can warrant its interference in religious opinions. 
But unacquainted as I am with the ſtate of Ireland, 
it is impoſſible for me to know the preſent temper 
and diſpoſition of the Roman Catholicks there; and 
thoſe only who are on the ſpat can judge how far ex- 
cluſions of this ſort are neceſſary or ought to extend. 


W1TH regard to the gth queſtion, if voting by bal- 
lot is adviſable? I am clearly of opinion that it is 
not. The idea of a hallot can have ariſen but to a- 
void the effect of ſome improper influence; and I 
conceive it much more noble, directly to check that 
influence than indirectly to evade it, by concealment 
and deceit, I am convinced that trivial circumſtances 
in things like this tend greatly to form the national 
character, and that it is moſt conſiſtent with that of 
a Britiſh, or Triſh freeman, that all his actions ſhould 
be open and avowed, and that he ſhould not be a- 
ſhamed of declaring in the face of his country whom 

he 
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he, wiſhes to intruſt with. its . Upon thg 
ane idea that ballots may be a cover for indepen» 


dence, they muſt alſo be a cloak for bribery, aud à 
ſchool for lying and deceit. 


As to the 7th queſtion, whether it would not be 
equitable or expedient that boroughs now. in the 
poſſeſfion of individuals ſhould be purchaſed by the 
nation ? = 4. 

ITIxx that although no man can have a ſtrict 
claim in equity to be refunded the loſs of what nei- 
ther buyer nor ſeller had a right to barter, yet it will 
be wiſe to purchaſe the good will, or at leaſt te 
ſuften · the refiſtance of the preſent powerful poſſeſſors 
of boroughs, by a moſt ample compenſation. The 
liberties of a nation cannot be bought too dear, but 
The whole coſt of theſe 'boroughs would not amount 
40 the profits of one jobbing contract. 


I HAVE now anſwered all the queſtions you have 
been pleaſed to propoſe, but I mult mention another 
advantage which ought to recommend the meaſures 
you are purſaing to every friend to the internal peace 
and quiet. of, the kingdom; which is, that when the 
People have obtained a regular, legal, and ſpeedy 
way of giving effect to their ſentiments, there can 
no longer be any apprehenſion of their endeavouring 
to redreſs themſelves by mobs and tumults; and even 
ſuch regular and well conducted meetings as yours 
will become needleſs. I mention this circumſtance 
| with: the more ſatisfaction as it ſtamps your conduct 
with the moſt unequivocal marks of diſintereſted pa- 
triotiſm. Power, when once acquired, is generally 
2ndeavour'd to be preſerved by its poſſeſſors; but 

u, after having taken up yours from neceſſity, and 

9 it atetully, are now endeavouring with un- 
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$:atmpled virtue to render its continuance unnes 
ceſſary. 


I x EAR I have been very * but it was impoſ- 
fible for me to compreſs ſo much matter into a leſs 
compaſs, and when you wiſhed to have my opinion 
F thought it beft to give it fully, or at leaſt as fully 
as I could in a letter. If it contains one thought 
that can be uſeful I ſhall be happy. I have only to 
aſſure the committee of the zeal Ifeel for the cauſe 
volunteers have undertaken, to the ſupport of which 
T ſhall ever be ready to give every aſſiſtance in my 
power, and that it is with the higheſt reſpect and 
admiration for their conduct, that 1 have the honour 
to de their moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble ſervant, 


1 the p | a — 
zn 155 G- MOND, So. 


5 23492 Y nne 2 
To Lieut. Cal. S HARMAN, &c. .. 


1 AM informed by Mr. Fey, in a letter dated the 
firſt inſtant, that the committee of which you are 
chairman have done me the unmerited honour to de- 
fire that I would communicate to- you my ſentiments 
reſpecting a Fartlamentury reform. 


'EvER ſince the commencement of the laſt. import 
ant movements in your kingdom, I have conceived 


me reformation of your houſe of commons as a mea - 
ſure, 


= % os 
tire, eſſentially neceſſary to the eſtabliſhment of the 
liberties of Ireland upon a permanent foundation. 


Vo have wiſely reſerved the conſideration of this 
work to the preſent moment. If it be conducted with 

the ſame manly and determined ſpirit which has cha- 
racteriſed your former exertions, there is no doubt 
but that, under the Providence of Heaven, you will 
ſecure to yourſelves and your poſterity a portion of 
national felicity,of domeſtic peace, —of external 
honour, far tranſcending what have hitherto been ex- 
hibired, or enjoyed, in any age or clime, 


Tux matter before you may be conſidered with re- 


ſpect to the point of expediency, and the point of 
Fight, 


— 


WITH reſpect to the lender, my opinion is decided. 
(By the conſtitution; a certain portion of the legiſlative 
power is reſerved to the commons, who, from the 
circumſtance of their numbers, are obliged to ex- 
. erciſe their important function b by delegation. 


Tus power of delegation appears to me to by as 
extenſive, as the obligation of bearing arms for the 
common defence; and I have long: 'confidered every 
reſtriction of the right of ſuffrage, as an infringe-. 
ment of the law of nature, as well as ſubverſive of 
ry conſtitution of my country. 


I am of opinion alſo, that political, truth ond poli 
fi cal expediency, are terms ſynonymous; and there- 
fore am diſpoſed to think that the only advice I could 
with propriety offer to a body of men who have con- 
ducted themſelves with ſo much magnanimity, public 
fpirit and moderation, iso N, as you have begun; 
inveſtigate the rights of freenten,—aſſert them,—eſta« 
bliſh them in their full extent,—l cannot believe 
& that 


( & ) 


that the accomphſhment of any meaſure, ſounded ir 
political truth, can be impollible to ſuch exalted 
virtue, | 


HowEvVER as many expedients have been ſuggeſted; 
upon the idea that on account of prejudices, what is 
ſtrictly right cannot be put in practice; it may not be 
improper to enquire how far theſe expedients are 
tikely- to anſw er the intended purpois: ' 


IT has hw conceived, that the addition, of 2 a cer- 
tain number of county members would aſſiſt in ba- 
lancing the corrupt repreſentation in the boroughs ; — 

a meaſure, in my idea, as 3 as it is partial 
and * agg | 


Firſt; BECAUSE if it Fail in effectually wer-baloaieg 
the powers of corruption, it encreaſes the grievance, 
by enhancing the national expence z as a miniſter in 
ſach circumſtances muſt employ more of the public 
treaſure in gaining a majority: than, before. In lord 
North's opinion, ſuch meaſure would have nothing in 
it formidable to an adminiſtration determined to go- 
vern by court influence. On the deciſion of rhe great 
debate on this Queſtion, he was heard to declare. that 
the friends of the pr opoſed reform would have been 
worlted had the hundred knights been — you 
| majority on that day far exceeding that ee 


Secondly; THE propoſed addition would tender the 
houſe of commons too numerous. In Ireland ſuch an 
encreaſe of the county members as would be neeeſſi ry 
to form an effectual balance to the borough-intereſt, 
wonld be greater in proportion than in nene FEY 

Thirdly. "Tax ſeats for counries out: be Uiſpoed 
of abfolutely at the . of a few — landhold- 
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ers; while the great body of ſreeholders would enjoy 
leſs of tlie elective power than they do at preſent. 


Laſily. Tux expences of conteſted elections, eſpe- 
eially in the ma. * would be moſt exormoutly 
Wen 


Ir has alſo been — that it might "hs expe · 
dient to disfranchiſe ſome of the boroughs in thuſe 
counties where they are moſt numerous, eſpecially 
ſach whoſe conſtitution is moſt exceptionable; and 
to make Compentation to the” owners ar the” publie 
expence. 


Noruixs can be Fay againſt this meaſure in my 
idea; ſo far as it goes, it is both equitable and expe- 
dient. The transferring of the right of election to 
towonſuips or diſtricts, which from the greater num- 
ber of inhabitants and other circumſtances appear 
more likely to preſerve their r en * 
an n e ee upon this idea. | 


Tux generous principles you have adopted reſpect- 
ing Roman Catholics, have been attended with effects 
very different from what were expected by perſons of 
leſs enlarged ſentiment... There are few perhaps 
who would not be alarmed: at the idea of conceding 
to them the power of eleCting repreſentatives of their 
own perſuaſion. Very many perhaps would think it 
imprudent to allow them the exerciſe of the right of 
ſuffrage, were even their choice reſtricted to-the per- 
ſans of Proteſtants. Local: difficulties muſt be beſt 
known: to perſons on; the ſpot. I can only reaſon from 
general principles. If. men.are allowed to hold pro- 
perty, to poſſeſs rights, to bear arms, I cannot ſee any 
ſubſtatitial reaſon why; they ſhould not alſo be allowed 
n in the n of thoſe who make the * 
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By ſuch generous. confidence, I ſhould conceive. their 


prejudices would be ſoftened ; and their attachment. 


encreaſed to the public; of which they then would 
become a component part. At any rate, fo far as re- 
gards Proteſtants, the right of ſuffrage may ſafely he 
extended far beyand its preſent, uuns. 


Sesstowal. partiameacs, (i. e. parliaments of a 
ſingle ſeſſion) are the only parliaments that can be 
deemed conſtitutional the nearer you approach to 


right and antient uſage, the nearer will be your ap- 


proach. to the point of true political expedience. 


Wirx reſpect to the made of effecting the reform 
in queſtion, I own I feel ſtrong objections to the idea 
of applying to the houſe of commons by petition. — 


If the preſent mode of delegation anſwers not the 


purpoſe of its inftitution, it is the proper office of the 


perſons intereſted, (7. e. the conſtituent body) to form 
a plan for its amendment, 


PERMIT me without imputation of preſumption'ta, 
uae my idea without reſerve. 


AFTER paſſing reſolutions expreſſive of the right of | 


the people to review the whole ſyſtem of delegation, 
and declaratory of the principles upon which a true 
and proper repreſentation ought to be conſtructed, tet 
a committee from yourſelves be appointed to drav 
the outline of à plan which vou ſhall judge to be ef- 
fectual; the moſt extenſive and liberal that the times 
will bear; and propoſe it to the houſe of commons: 
at the ſame time ſpecitying a certain period in which 
you conceive the wiſdom of tht houſe may finally 
complete the plan you ſhall. offer to their conſidera- 


tion. Let your meeting be adjourned to a reaſonable 


time beyond the period in which the plan may be com 
12 | ceived 
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ceived to be offered for aſſent to the other branches of 
the legiſlature. The inter vening conduct of parlia- 
ment will ſuggeſt the Aa. meaſures to be adopted 
at ſuch adjourned meeting. 


22421 „ 


Pe'rITION implies a Power in RO houſe of Gin- 
mons to refuſe your ſuit. It. transfers the authority 


1 


| the vi, | It calls upon them to reform . of 
which a © corrupt body of men never did, nor can do. 


Tuvs with an undiſguiſed heart, 1 have unfolded my 
idea upon this important fubjeR. May conſiſtency, 
public ſpirit and magnanimity, with true wifdom, 
continue to preſide in your aſſemblies ! —— Though 
abſent in perſon, yet in ſpirit,” and moſt fervent 
wiſhes for your ſucceſs © I ſhall be preſent with you.” | 


I REMAIN with great reſo for the committee and 
yourſelf, ry etl in 
your obedient ſervant, | 


Parliament-ſtreet, Lon- 
don, 137 Aug. —_—_— tr 30 HN 4 EB B. 


To the Same. 


six. 


IN the letter which 1 yeſterday did ay the 15. 
nour of addreſſing to you, I ſtated, in very general 
dend my ideas reſpecting a reform in your repre- 
Entation, and the means of effecting it. In this 1 


Pre: 
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propoſe to ſubmit to your conſideration, ſome uncoh» ' 
nected obſervations'in explanation or confirmation of 
the opinions'T have already advanced, truſting that 
your reſpectable committee will receive with can- 
dour what I ſhall offer with integrity of purpoſe. 


IAM very ſenſible that you have difficulties to ſtrug · 
gle with peculiar to your country others which are 
common to both countries; but none, thank Heaven, 
which can be eſteemed 3 yoos we re- 
fie upon THE PAST. | 


Tux plan of univerſal repreſentation, by a new ar- 
rangement into diſtricts, each diſtrict electing one 
member, I own think is by far the moſt practicable 
plan that can be propoſed. The addreſs of the dele- 


gates of the Ulſter regiment aſſerts, that the right of 


being governed only by laws of his own making is 
the birth-right of man za propoſition equally true, 
whether the terms of it be applied to nations, or the 
individuals of which they are compoſed. 


CONTESTED elections generally ariſe Srom diſputes 


concerning qualifications, which can never be ſtated 
in ſo definite a manner, where any degree of pro- 
perty is eſtabliſhed as a requiſite ; without miniſtring 
matter for innumerable. perjuries, and endleſs al- 
tercations. 1 — hog 


Ir is impollible to conceive that voters in general 
will put themſelves to the expence and trouble of tra- 
velling from one ſide of an extenſive county to the 
other to give their ſuffrage without ſome compenſa- 
tion, Laws to prevent bribery or corruption, in ſach 
circumſtances, have always hitherto been evaded, and 
thus have encreaſed the evils they are intended to re- 
medy. A law made to prevent the candidate from 

bearing 
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bearing the ex pences of an elector inhabiting the ex: 
tremity of Vorkſhire, to the place of election, wil}. 
either be eluded or operate as a disfranchiſement. 
The utmoſt exertion of human intellect cannot invent 
a method of taking the ſuffrages of an extenſive 
county, which is not liable to ſtrong objections, If 
you increaſe the number of county inembers, the dif- 
ficulties are encreaſed: a diviſion of the larger coun- 
ties into diſtricts appears therefore neceſſary, u hat- 
ever be the plan of reform you ſhall think proper to 
adopt with reſpect to the qualifications of the voters, 


Ir a leſs extenſive plan than what has been hinted 
he adopted, it will be prudent to leave the matter 
epen for poſterity to improve upon it, if they judge 
proper. We know not what is really impracticable 
before trial. We have ſeen what Ireland has effected 
in leſs than four years. The objections to the plan of 
the duke of Richmond and major Cartwright, and the 
2pprehenſions which-many entertain of danger, from 
admitting Roman Catholics to the entire rights of ci- 
tizenſhip, may appear ſcarcely worthy of a moment's 
conſideration t no very diſtant beriod. 


UNaNUHf Tx f is certainly moſt deſirable;c—but there 


Are 


real relations of 1 0 1 allow on one fide that it 
would be imprudent to aim at eſtabliſning more than 
what will meet with general concurrence: On the 
other, I maintain that many preſent prejudices may. 
naturally be expected to give way, when a fair ap- 
peal i is made to the underſtandings. of men, and truth 
is held forth to public view by characters who juſt ly 
5 the Fonfidence of the people. The. generous 


ſenti» 
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ſentiments of the Ulſter volunteers reſpecting ref 
gious toleration diffuſed themſelves with rapidity in- 
conceivable through the breaſts of millions, and I 
truſt that they will fee their fair example followed by 
more than half the European world. I will only fur- 
ther obſerve upon this point that unleſs enongh be 
done to render the true intereſt of the country predo- 
minant in the houſe of commons, nothing is done. 


IT appears to me that you will lead the way in the 
great point of parliamentary reformation,—-Next to 
yuurſelves Scotland appears moſt in earneſt: It is 
therefore on many accounts that I wiſh you may be 
able to effect your purpoſe. Your ſucceſs will great- 
ly facilitate the eſtabliſhment of a ſimilar reform in 
this kingdom. I truſt that our committees will emu- 
late your generoſity and candour, and by inviting and 
enltivating a free and open correſpondence avail 
themſelves of whatever light the friends of liberty in 
Scotland and Ireland may be. able to ſuggeſt. I have 
ſent incloſed two of your own addreſſes, with a reſo- 
lation of our ſociety for conſtitutional information at 
the head of them.-May the ſpirit they-breathe con- 
tribute towards the rekindling of that flame of liber- 
ty, Which once was wont to burn with ſo bright a 
flame in the breaſts of Engliſhmen ! 


I nave alſo taken the liberty to incloſe the report of 
the Weſtminſter ſub-committee reſpecting an annual, 
equal and univerſal repreſentation of the commons of 
England, my own addreſs to the freeholders of Mid- 
dleſex, and ſome other tracts, which ſtate with better 
arguments than I can urge, the objections to the leſs 
extenſive. plans that have been propoſed in this king- 
dom. Among theſe the letter of Mr. Batley to the 


Revd. Mr. Wyvill, reſpecting the inexpeciency of 
2 
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adding an hundred county members, appears well 
worthy of peruſal, | | 


T ATTENDED cloſely to the debates of your pars 
ltiament when Mr. Grattan and Mr. Yelverton firſt 
propoſed their motions in the houſe of commons. I 
ſaw the force of influence, and 1 deſpaired.— The 
volunteer ſpirit .arofe, and Ireland was emancipated 
from its chains! A new parliament may contain a 
greater number of real friends to freedom; but an 
incurable vice is inherent in its conſtitution, If it 
be left to parliament to form a plan, the ſcheme will 
infallibly be defeated. The ariſtecratick intereſt uni- 
ted, with the regal, like a blight from the uſt, will af< 
ſuredly blaſt every hope of harveſt. While you re- 
tain the matter in your own hands you cannot fail of 
effecting, under providence, the permanent ſalvati- 
on of your country. At the enſuing meeting it may 
be agreed how far the exerciſe of the right of ſuf- 
frage ſhould extend ;=a general outline of a plan 
may be drawn for a diviſion of the counties into diſ- 
tricts,—the disfranchiſement of ſome boroughs, and 
the transferring the right of electing members to 
more populous townſhips may be propoſed; and the 
inoſt material regulations reſpeQing the taking of 
the ſuffrages of the electors pointed out. At an ad- 
zourned meeting you will be able to judge how far 
parliament has complied with the wiſhes of the 
people. The .refoTves and inſtructions of your con- 
ſtituents will give ſufficient weight and authority to 
your proceedings at fuch a period. 


O xen more requeſting your favourable kadubredoe, 
and with my heartieſt good Wiſhes for the ſucceſs of 
2 meaſure in a the ev ent of which the catiſe of public 

virtue, 
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birtae, of civil and religious liberty is ſo deeply i in 
tereſted, I remain your obedient ſervant, 


 Brighthelmſton, JOHN JEBB. 
14th Aug. 1783. ; | 


To Lieut. Cal. SHARMAN, Tee 


SIR, 


1 HAVE received a letter ſigned by the Secretary 

of 46 corps of Volunteers of Ulſter, deſiring my 
opinion concerning a reform of the repreſentation of 
the commons in parliament, may be tranſmitted to 
you for the information of the committee appointed 
by the . delegates of thoſe reſpectable bodies. 


From the firſt moment of that queſtion's being agi- 
tated in England, I have invariably held one opinion, 
as to the right of repreſentation in theory, as founded 
on one plain propoſition, viz. to be free is to be ſelf- 
governed, and vice versi, Therefore every man muſt 
either vote in perſon or by his repreſentative, in 
making. thoſe laws which are to affect his life, liberty, 
and property. 


I am very ready to admit however, the e poſhility 
of our being obliged to relinquiſh in practice, what 
ſeems perfect i in theory ; and on that account, I have 
joined in ſome aſſociations here, for a reformation 
which I think far from complete, but the beſt plan in 
which a ſufficient number of perſons were ready to 
join, ſo as to give us any proſpect of ſucceſs, 

K 
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Is the eight queries contained in the letter to mb, 
there are ſome which depend on local circumſtances, 
which I am not ſufficiently acquainted with to be 
able to give ſo direct and explicit an anſwer as I could 
wiſh; I therefore think it is beſt to give you. a brief 
* account of the plan I wiſh to ſee adopted in England, 
and afterwards to encloſe you a ſeparate paper con- 
taining each query, and the beſt anſwer to it which L 
find  wyſelt prepared to give, 


My favourite plan for this country, to ſecure a re- 
preſentation tolerably equa}, and to make as. little 
alteration in the preſent oy as our ſecurity will 
mw is as follows: 


LeT the counties and cities remain jirſt as they are 
at preſent. 


LET the counties be divided into four or more 
claſſes, according to their importance in the national 
fcale,. conſidering their population, agriculture, and 
manufactures. 


Lxr each return from four to ten or twelve bur- 
geſſes, making in the whole the ſame number of mem- 
bers as at preſent. 


LeT every man paying ſcot and * have a vote for 
burgeſſes. ; 


LeT the poll be taken on a certain day in every 
pariſh, before the- pariſh-ofliders and principal iu - 
habitants. 


Lxr the conſtable witneſs the poll, and IRE the 
ſheriff on a certain day, who, aſſiſted by ſuch magiſ- 
trates as may chuſe to attend, is to caſt up the ſame, x 
and make the return. 


Tur 
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Tux foregoing ſeems to me to be clear of all ob» 
jection, as it disfranchiſes nobody; but only reſtores 
to liberty ſuch as are now unjuſtly disfranchiſed : and 
as it takes no man out of his parifh, removes the enly 
plauſible objection to frequent elections. 


Jam with great regard, 
Sir, 
your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


Aug. 18th, EFFINGHAM. - 


1783. 


P. S. I beg to obſerve that no argument has ever 


yet been produced in favour of a ſeven years par- 


liament, which is not equally good for one of ſe- 
venteen years, | | 


SEPARATE ANSWERS,. Se. 


Anſwer ta firſt Query. q 
I WOULD digfranchiſe nobody, but I wanld com- 
municate to all thoſe who are at preſent unjuſtly 
disfranchiſed, A participation of liberty with the reſt 
of their country. By conſolidating the boroughs, 
and all other houſeholders, every man would be re- 
preſented by at leaſt four members, 


Anſwer to Query 24, The number of ben 1 
take to be a matter of indifference, provided they 
are amply ſufficient to attend to all the local bſineſs, 
and not too many to ſit and debate in one chamber. 
if any corrupt connexion is apprehended between the 

K 2 repre. 
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repreſentative body and the crown, it is the ſhort du- . 
ration of parliaments and not the number of mem | 
bers that muſt prevent or cure that evil. 


Anſiver to 3d Query. The obje@ion alluded to is, 
that as now two great families endeavour to return 
the two county members, the ſame would be done by 
ſix families were there ſix members. I ſkould think 
it probable in ſuch a Caſe, that the two molt powerful 
of thoſe families would return four of the members, 
and the four families next in power would compromiſè. 
for two; and thus the fix united would totally throw 
out thoſe unconnected with'them. This conſideratioi 


would determine me t6 leave the ebunty reprefentation 
unrouched. * 


Anſwer 10 ath Query. I think every man, not in- 
capable thro' infancy, inſanity, or criminal conduct, 
has a right to the franchiſe of being repreſented ; but 
I cannot entertain a moment's doubt, in reſpect of, 


thoſe who' bear the public bürthens. 


Ae to 5th ery... ky © rather think it would not 
be wiſe to have the members returned dy ballot : gi 
as. L muſt candidly pwn, ſome of th beſt men 
country are of a gg 5 wilt r 5 
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— about fifty years of a free government; during 
which time, they collected the votes in their diet by 
ballot. When a member was bribe, , whoſe promiſe 
the briber did not chuſe to rely on, it was the cuſtoin 
for him to write on the ſame paper with his vote, 
ſome word or ſentence agreed on; by Which it was 
known 


C of) 


known whether he had earned his wages or not. Ta 
prevent this, a law was made, that if any ſuch mark” 
appeared in fature, the vote ſhould be null and void. 


IN the year 1769, I was witneſs of a ſtrong conteſt 
ſor the choice of a land marſhall; when among other 
exertions of each party, bribery and corruption were 
not forgot : but as the law above-mentioned prevent- 
ed the old method, they took the following : inſtead 
of deſiring any one to vote for the favourite candi- 
date, each manager applied to the ſuppoſed friends of 
the oppoſite fide, and gave them money to deſtroy 
their own vote : by which, tho” they could not en- 
creaſe their own numbers, they could diminiſh the 
number of their adverſaries. It is eaſy to conceive 
nttmberlefs other contrivances which, fill known, will 
ſerve to evade any regulation that can be made. 


Bur I have a much ftronger reaſon againſt ballots, 
It is not merely influence, but ſecret influence, that 
dread, For ſo long as riches or power, can confer 
any favours or benefits; and ſo long as good men half 
poſtefs gratitude; — avarice; or fools, pride: 
fo long influence will exiſt; But while that is brought 
to light dy open voting in the face of our country, it 
appears to me in a leſs formidable light, than if it 
worked in the dark, where I could neither ſee the 
natute or extent of my danger. 


Anſwer to 6th Query. 1 think A triengjal parlia- 
ment the longeſt that can be any ways conſiſtent with 
the idea of any controul in the. conſtituent over his 
repreſentative. Indeed any fixed duration beyond 
the ſeſſion to which parliament is called by the King's 
writ, is granting an independence ts the repreſen- 
tative for that term, and ſo far waking that branch 
of t the legiſlature an een body. 

Anſwer 
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« Anſwer to 7th Query As I cannot ſuppoſe it poſſi- 
tue that any gentleman has either procured his own 


return with a view to ſell his vote, or taken money 
to procure the return of another man, Jam at a loſs 
ro account fur a pecuniary claim in amende for a 
property in the lives and liberty of a people who call 
themſelres ſo free, that they aſſert a negro ſlave does 
ipſo facto obtain his liberty by ſetting his foot among 
them. IH, however, by any former miſtaken notions, 
ſach a thing ſhould have happened; if any gentleman 
has really given a few thouſands more than the true 
value of an eftate, on account of a ſuppoſed privi- 
lege annexed to it; or if a pcor member of a corpo- 
ration would by the propoſed reform, really believe 
That he was unjuſtly deprived of an octennial twenty 
pounds, I ſhontd think that equity might at the in- 
terceſſion of liberality, fo far relax the ſeverity of 
her rules as to permit a ſuſſicient ſum to be diſtri- 

ed in ſecret ſervice money to prevent the general 
Joy from being interrupted by: any murmurt of ſor · 
row or diſcontent. g 4 


Aer to 8 Query. In all the Ae queſii· 
ons I have conſidered what I wiſhed to be eſtabliſh- 
ed here, as equally applicable to Ireland; and have 
reſerved to this place my 3 on the only 
very material difference which ſtrikes me in the ſitu- 
ation of the two countries as to their repreſenta- 
tion. The very extenſive line I draw for this coun- 
try may appear dangerous i in Ie land, on account of 
ine great proportion of Roman Catholics in that king- 

m, and renders it neceſſary for me here to make 
a ſhort obſervation on that ſubject. A Papiſt is not 
dangerous becauſe he prays to ſaints, but becauſe he 
ſets up a foreign juriſdiction, paramount to our laws. 
1 \ will never night with my ee enden, becauſe 

ve 
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we cannot agree whether a wench in a white ſheet, 
be a ſacrament or a ceremony; I will only, as a good 
Chriſtian ought, pray to God to pardon him all his 
errors, and me all mine, But if he will go about ro 
overturn the proteſtant ſucceſlion, or any other ſecu- 
Tity for the liberties of ny country, I will, as it is 
my duty, oppoſe him to the laſt drop of my blood. 
On theſe principles we have in England, very juſtly, 
as I think, relaxed in the ſeverity of our penal 
laws ; and I hope the day is not far diſtant, when 
bigotry mall have given way to common ſenſe, and 
our religious opinions be all reconciled to one plain 
truth, that to outrage the firſt laws of nature and 
reaſon cannot be to ferve God, 


How far the ſituation of Ireland in this reſpect 
may, or may not warrant, what we have done can 
only be determined by thoſe who have the opportunity 
of knowing the numbers and the inclinations of the 
Roman Catholics; how far the influence of their 
clergy operates upon them ; what ſecurity they have 
given or will give for maintaining the conſtitutien. 
On theſe eireumſtances muſt depend the anſwer to the 
firſt part of this queſtion. As to the ſecond part of 
it, viz. the ſteps to be taken,” none appear to me 
more eligible than thoſe we have adopted by county 
committees ef correſpondence, to endeavour to fix 
on the principal points. 


Ir the friends of reform then move parliament to 
conſider of the preſent ſtate of repreſentation, it will 
appear to every man ſo unequal, that there can remain 
no doubt but that the juſtice and propriety, I may 
add the neceſſity of a reform, will be obvious, and 
conſequently with general conſent adopted. The 


mode of reform coming from parliament, will _ 
atis- 


(& ) 
fatisfa&tion to thoſe who (having in ſome points dif- 
fered from other committees, and thinking their opi- 


nions equally fit to be followed, ) will readily ſubmit 
to ſuch authority, 


Ir I have not given ſo exactly as I feſired my ideas 
upon a ſubject I have ſo much at heart, I hope you 
will attribute it to my want of ability, and not to 
any want of inclination to convince you of the truth 


with which 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, | 
your moſt obedient, and 
humble ſervant, 
Peckham, EFFINGHAM. 


' 7% WILLIAM SHARMAN, E., Sc. &c. 
SIR, 


AS an anxious friend to the cauſe of a parliamentary 

reform, in Which both Ireland and England are 

equally intereſted, I truſt you. will excuſe the ;free- 

dom I uſe in addreffing you on this occaſion. I cannot 
doubt but that the principles of the conſtirution, and 

that the means neceſſary to reſtore freedom to the 

| people, as well as purity to parliament, are well 
— iknown. tothe gentlemen. u ho in Ireland have taken a 
leading part in this great work: but yet, as amongſt 

ethers of their countrymen, that knowledge may. not 

be o generally diffuſed as might be wiſhed, and as 

the 
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the hiimbleſt eſſays in that line may be of ſome uſe, 1 
I have taken the liberty to order ſome copies of dif- 
ferent tracts which have employed my pen to be di- 
rected to you at Liſburn, for the diſpoſal of the com- 
mittee of correſpondence over which you preſide ; 
the acceptance of which on their part I ſhould eſteem 
a particular honour, 


In thoſe writings, I have thought it my duty to ad- 
here inflexibly to what appeared to me to be the rights 
of men; and much thought has convinced me, that, in 
Proportion as thoſe rights ſhall be departed from, the 
reform itſelf will not only be clogged with difficulties 
and inconſiftencies in the execution, but that, when 
accompliſhed, it will proportionally fail in its pro- 
poſed effects. I confeſs that in England we have not 
yet had at any period a proſpect of effecting a com- 
plete reform; but in Ireland, your volunteer army 


the moſt alorious production of public virtue that 


ever adorned a nation have perfection or imperſec- 
tion wholly in their option. The conduct of that 
army has hitherto manifeſled too much wiſdom and 


too much patriotiſm to leave it doubtſul which choice 


it will make. It would ill ſuit with the ſplendour of 


what is paſt, that a reform in the parliament of lre- 


land ſhould bear marks of material defectiveneſs. 
Such an event would greatly leſfen that dignity of cha- 


racter to which ſhe hath attained, and which I truſt 


ſhe means to tranſmit to lateſt poſterity, by hence- 
forth ſecuring equal juſtice to her citizens, and to her 
parliament that purity which alone can ipſure the per- 
maneney of her freedom and her glory. 


A cLosr adherence to the general principles of 
freedom would introduce into her elections, as well 


as into the frame of her repreſentative body; that 
L which 
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which ſurpaſſes all human inventions for guarding a- 
gainſt the inſinuating properties of corruption: I mean, 
iimplicity. In providing for the purity of a parlia- 

ment, every thing depends on the elections; and the 

freedom of elections reſts on theſe two pillars :—1ſt, 
the multitude of electors ; and-2dly, the ſhort dura- 

tion of power.. Theſe two principles neceſſarily con- 

duct us to univerſality. of ſuffrage and parliaments of 

a ſingle ſeſſion : and ſo ſacred, in my humble opinion, 
are theſe rights, that on no account or- pretence what-- 
ever can they become the ſubject of voluntary con- 

ceſſion. It is time enough to accept of any.thing ſhort 

of theſe rights, when attainment is impoſſible or the 

conteſt not attended with any hope of ſucceſs. Theſe, 

'however, are caſes which the magnanimity of Ireland 

Has not left applicable to her. How, then, can ſhe 

act as though they were? She cannot. Her honour 
demands of her a complete enfranchiſement. A free 

ſtate without free citizens, is a ſoleciſm in terms. 
But it is worſe than a ſoleciſm. It is folly; it is cor- 
ruption; it is miſery; it is diſgrace. It is freedom 
to vice, and chains to virtue. | 


 WuHarT has occurred to me as expedient to add to 
the eſſentials above noticed, will be ſeen at large ic 
the ſeveral details of which I have treated in the bar- 
rier ; but as one-of thoſe expedients appears to me 
to merit a diſtinguifhed preference to the reſt, I Will 
treſpaſs a moment longer un your time to fay a few 
words upon it. The ballot is that to which I alludes 
It-has its enemies. Their arguments certainly deſerve 
attention. I have heard, I believe, the moſt forcible ;_ 
and with much truth can ſay that I conſidered them 
with the utmoſt impartiality. At one time, indeed, - 
1 was prepared to renounce the idea as publicly as i 
bad before expreſſed 2 in its favour, I returned 

how- 
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however to my original opinion, and with additional 
deciſion of mind. To this latter change of ſentiment, 
converſations with Mr. Laurens not a little contri- 
buted. From him I learnt that in South Carolina, 
the ballot in their elections was introduced about forty 
years ago; that its good effects were immediately ob- 
ſervable; that it was ever afterwards. conſidered as a 
awiſe meaſure; and that it was thought to have been par- 
ticularly ſerviceable daring-the moſt critical periods of 
the late revolution in that country, Theſe proofs of 
its happy effects, inſtantly outweighed all that I had 
heard advanced, of its tendency to abate the virtue 
and courage neceſſary to freedom. I have ſince been 
Farther confirmed in my favourable opinion of the 
ballot, by numerous converſations with tenants and 
tradeſmen; who, for the moſt part, have laid even 


as much ſtreſs upon this ſecurity as upon the other 


two; nay more, 


Wirz reſpect to the univerſality of \ſuffrage, it 


may perhaps be obſerved that the ſtates of America, 


in their new conſtitutions, have thought fit to require 
qualifications. But although I reverence the wiſdom 
ſo conſpicuous in thoſe conſtitutions, -I cannot however 
admire any rules in practice, which contradict the no- 
bleſt and cleareſt of their political reaſonings, and 
which needleſsly violate the eternal principles of truth 
and juſtice. In ſterling money, ſome of their qualifi- 
.cations are not equal to ten ſhillings a year. 80 


trifling an excluſion is the very nonſenſe of inveterate 
prejudice. 


SINCE there can be no union between two conn- 
tries on terms of entire equality, and for a common 
intereſt, unleſs both thoſe countries are equally free, 


J truſt that the friends of the conſtitution in both 


L 2 Ierland 
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Ireland and England will hold a regular intercourſe 
and conſider a reform in their reſpective legiſlatures 
as a common cauſe. I hope too, they will each have 
their ſociety for conſtitutional information, and that 
thoſe ſocieties will correſpond and co-operate in their 
generous labours. 


Wir that high reſpect which is due to one who 
is choſen to preſide where all are great, and with my 
warmeſt prayers to the author of all good, that he 
may give you ſucceſs in your efforts to eſtabliſh his 
laws of human government, | 


I have the honour to be, 


Sir, | 

your Well-wiſher, 
Marnham, near Tux- FR. 
Ford, Nottingham- 


y_ * 0 1783. | JOHN CARTRIGHT, 


To 
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To the Same. 


8 IR, 


8 CE I did myſelf the honour to write to you on 

the 26th of this month, the news-papers intimate 
that Dublin will inſtruct her Repreſentatives to 
make the following points the objects of their exer- 
tions, viz. 


1. A bill of rights. 
2. An annual meeting of the Iriſh Parliament. 
3- An equalization of duties on merchandiſe, &c, 
4+ A tax on abſentees, &c, 
3. A dereliction of the late French duties, &c. 


6. The abrogation of the Britiſh Admiralty-court 
and Poſt-office, &c. 


BEING ſorry to obſerve the attention of any Iriſh 
patriots directed to ſo many objects, I have preſumed 
once more to trouble you with my thoughts. Al- 
though to the well-informed they may be unneceſſary, 
yet, poſlibly, to others the ſentiments of one wholly: 
unconnected with Ireland, and who has no other 
motive 1n the offer than what is inſpired by a warm 
attachment to the cauſe of freedom, may not be al- 
together uſeleſs ; eſpecially when put in the ſame 
ſcale with the advice of thoſe to whom they look up 
for fully and finally ſettling their conſtitution. 


THAT the gentlemen who promoted the Dungan- 
non meeting have held forth to theif countrymen only 
ONE OBJECT, is a proof of the ſoundeſt wiſdom. That 
attained; what elſe is wanting? It includes all that 
citizens can wiſh, But to call for a bill of rights, 

Equalization of duties, and Jaws of wholeſome poli- 
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cy, before yon have a conſtitutions] repreſentation, is 
to demand the fruits of liberty before you have plant- 
ed the tree. The tree once planted, theſe, and num- 
berleſs other bleſſings, will be its ſpontaneous pro- 
duce, To extort from the fears of an unconſtitu- 
tional Parliament, beneficial laws and uſeful declara- 
tions; were to waſte that time in which a conſtitu- 
tional Parliament itſelt might be obtained, That 
alone is the preſent buſineſs of Ireland. Not a thonght 
ought ſhe to beſtow upon any other object. To mag- 
nity the importance of inferior things, and if poſſi- 
ble to divide the public attention, ſeem to be the on- 
ly ſources: of hope left to rhe enemies of your frge- 
Adom.. In God's name, then, let the ſagacity of He. 
land keep pace with her virtue and her courage ! 


Tnz adyantages of adhering to the one object of 
the Dungannon Meeting, will be greater than can be 
expreſſed, Your force directed to one point will 
produce celerity ; wilt prove irreſiftible. A handful 
of enterpriſing men. of addreſs may make their way 
in any direction through even millions intent on a 
eliverſity of purſaits leading them different ways; 
but what can penetrate or impede thoſe millions, 
when condenſed to ſolidity, by unity of object and 
mmity of movement 


Ix ufing the word celerity, T have not meant to re- 
commend any thing haſty in the proceedings of Ire- 
land, Haſtineſs is only for thoſe who, through want 
of public virtue and welk-ordered power, are obliged 
to ſnatch in a propitious moment at any neceſſary 
good. It is not ſo with Ireland. On the firſt of all 
earthly concerns, ſhe may deliberate as becomes the 
importance of the occaſion, and the dignity of hu - 
man nature. Her connſels may be the counſels of men, 
as free from fear as from a Jove of ſervitude, 
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IN Di vIn VAI. Iriſlimen may bring forward motiens 
for the annual ſittings of a parliament, or for a more 
equal repreſentation of the people; but the ripened- 
judgment of the community will require annual e/edi- 
ons, as well as a repreſentation equal and univerſal : 
In ſhort, a conſtitutional Parliament; Fox NONE 
BLSE DESERVES THE NAME. 


BETORE I conclude, give me leave to ſay, that, 
notwithſtanding the apparent forgetſulneſs in this 
country at the preſent moment, of that parliamen- 
tary reform which, in many parts of it, was of late 


ſo ardently ſought, I feel a ſtrong perſuaſion that ſhe 
will not be deaf to the patriot voice of her ſiſter 
Ireland, In my opinion, they are equally intereſted” 
in each other's proſperity; in each other's freedom. 
An enſlaved nation in the hands of any government, 
is an engine of tyranny too dangerous to a free people 
under the ſame government, to be an object of in- 
difference, As there could be no ſecurity for the 
freedom of Great Britain, were Ireland completely 
enſlaved ; ſo neither could there be any ſafety for 
the freedom of Ireland, although ever ſo well eita- 
bliſhed within, while Great Britain ſliould be with- 
out liberty. By means of a corrupt Legiſlature, 
faction might ſend its armies acroſs the Iriſh ChanneF 
as it did acroſs the Atlantic, 


WITH the greateft reſpect, I have the honour to 
fubſcribe myſelf, 
Sir, 


your well-wiſher, 4 


PMarnham, near 3 | 
— none” JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 
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